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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ALFRETON. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1959. 

As  with  previous  reports  comments  on  various  matters  are 
included  in  the  body  of  the  report.  Further  matters  of  interest 
can  be  found  under  the  heading  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at 
the  end  of  this  section  of  the  report. 

The  staff  of  your  Health  Department,  the  staff  of  the  County 
Council  Health  Services  and  the  General  Practitioners,  while 
carrying  out  their  daily  duties  do  a great  deal  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  disease.  The  family  however,  is  the  unit  which  can 
do  most  to  prevent  disease.  It  should  be  regarded  as  the  normal 
duty  of  a parent  to  see  that  the  children  are  protected  against 
disease  by  immunisation  and  vaccination.  A primary  course  of 
injections  as  a baby  should  be  followed  by  booster  injections  at 
appropriate  intervals.  This  procedure  should  be  as  normal  as 
buying  a pair  of  shoes.  Holidaymakers  going  abroad  should 
make  sure  that  they  also  have  all  the  necessary  protection  and 
not  just  the  minimum  demanded  by  regulations.  The  Armed 
Forces  set  a very  good  example  to  us  all.  Illness  on  holiday 
spoils  the  holiday,  and  costs  money. 

Let  us  have  a new  look  at  prevention  and  use  it  as  a means 
to  ensure  a happy  and  healthy  life. 

I have  to  thank  the  many  people  who  have  been  of  assistance 
to  me  throughout  the  year.  The  General  Practitioners  who  go 
to  endLss  trouble  to  help  their  patients,  the  members  of  the 
Public  who  call  at  this  office,  the  Councillors  and  the  Council 
staff  have  all  helped  me  in  many  ways  during  the  year.  The 
friendliness  and  cheerfulness  with  which  discussions  about 
work,  and  the  work  itself, are  carried  out,  creates  an  atmosphere 
in  which  progress  is  always  taking  place. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  WEYMAN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  statistics  which  appear  in  this  report  have  been  compiled 
from  information  received  from  a number  of  sources  through- 
out the  year. 

I he  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  for  Alfreton  supplies  a 
weekly  return  giving  details  of  births  and  deaths  occurring  in 
the  area. 

Notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  in  by  Medical 
Practitioners  and  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  sometimes  by  the 
Chest  Physicians  and  Hospital  Medical  Officers. 

The  notification  of  suspected  cases  is  most  important,  for  in- 
stance in  poliomyelitis,  food  poisoning  and  dysentry.  Telephone 
communications  are  much  appreciated  and  can  save  a great 
deal  of  time. 

Additional  information  about  infectious  disease  and  undiag- 
nosed illnesses  come  from  hospitals,  school  teachers,  parents, 
health  visitors  and  casual  conversations. 

At  weekly  and  quarterly  intervals,  details  regarding  infectious 
diseases,  births  and  deaths,  are  received  from  the  Registrar 
General.  This  enables  a watch  to  be  kept  on  any  unusually 
prevalent  disease  in  the  County,  or  surrounding  districts  or 
towns. 

Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  at  30th  June, 
1959,  was  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  23,480. 

This  is  an  increase  of  290  on  the  figure  given  last  year.  It 
must  be  noted,  however,  that  this  is  an  adjustment  to  cover  an 
error  made  in  the  estimation  of  the  population  for  the  year 
1958. 

Births. 

353  Live  births  were  registered  in  1959  giving  a crude  birth 
rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  15-03 

When  adjusted  for  comparison  purposes  by  the  application 
of  the  comparability  factor  of  0*97  the  rate  is  14*58. 

This  shows  a slight  increase  on  last  year  but  is  still  below  the 
England  and  Wales  figure.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics  and 
Table  4 for  rates  over  last  10  years. 

Infant  Mortality. 

12  Deaths  were  recorded  in  children  under  the  age  of  1 year 
giving  a death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  33*99. 

This  is  the  highest  rate  registered  in  Alfreton  for  a number 
of  years  and  can  be  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  22*0 
(see  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  4). 
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In  two-thirds  of  the  cases  prematurity  or  congenital  mal- 
formation was  a factor  in  the  cause  of  death. 

Of  the  above,  10  deaths  occurred  under  the  age  of  4 weeks, 
giving  a neonatal  death  rate  per  thousand  live  births  of  28-33; 
almost  double  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  a further  breakdown 
of  these  deaths  has  been  given  in  the  report. 

This  is  known  as  the  Perinatal  Mortality  Rate,  and  is  made 
up  from  the  deaths  occurring  under  1 week  and  the  stillbirths. 
(See  Summary  of  Statistics  and  Table  3). 

To  give  a proper  picture  of  the  birth  risks,  figures  are  required 
which  show  the  numbers  surviving  following  injury  at  birth  and 
the  numbers  surviving  with  congenital  defect.  The  degree  of 
damage  also  needs  to  be  assessed  and  included.  The  estimation 
of  this  perinatal  mortality  rate  is  only  one  step  in  the  direction 
of  accurate  estimation  of  the  birth  risk. 

Stillbirths. 

The  9 stillbirths  give  a rate  per  thousand  births  (live  and 
still)  of  24-86  This  figure  is  a little  higher  than  1958  and  that 
for  England  and  Wales  for  1959  (see  Summary  of  Statistics) 
but  is  almost  equal  to  the  average  for  Alfreton  based  on  the 
rates  for  the  last  5 years. 

Deaths. 

252  Deaths  were  registered. 

The  crude  death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  10-73 
after  adjustment  for  comparison  purposes  is  12-66  - 1 per  thou- 
sand higher  than  the  rate  for  the  Country  as  a whole. 

The  rates  for  Alfreton  since  1949  are  given  in  Table  4. 

Deaths  from  Individual  Diseases. 

The  252  deaths  are  set  out  in  Table  5 according  to  cause  and 
sex. 

Disease  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System. 

126  Deaths  occurred  in  this  group,  65  males  and  61  females. 
This  is  50%  of  the  total  deaths  recorded. 

Numbers  17  to  21  inclusive  in  Table  5 represent  the  group 
which  is  made  up  as  follows  : vascular  lesions  of  nervous  sys- 
tem 34,  coronary  disease  35,  other  heart  disease  45,  and  other 
diseases  of  circulatory  system  12. 

Cancer. 

Cancer  is  the  next  largest  group  and  was  responsible  for  43 
deaths;  20  Males  and  23  Females  dying  from  various  forms. 
This  is  a decrease  of  7 from  last  years  “highest  ever”  total. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  or  bronchus 
are  equal  to  last  year. 

This  death  rate  of  0‘298  per  thousand  is  lower  than  the  Eng- 
land and  Wales  rate,  whilst  the  rate  for  all  other  forms  of 
cancer  is  a little  higher.  (See  Summary  of  Statistics). 

The  Chief  Medical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1958  states: 

“During  1958  an  average  of  262  people  died  daily  from  mal- 
ignant disease  and  of  these  54  died  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 
By  comparison  accidents  caused  by  motor  vehicles  were 
responsible  for  15  deaths  a day.” 

He  further  states 

“The  responsibility  of  early  diagnosis  is  shared  by  the  patient 
and  his  doctor.  The  patient  has  a duty  to  himself  and  to 
his  doctor  to  avoid  delay  in  reporting  any  suspicious  signs 
or  symptoms  and  he  can  help  his  doctor  and  himself  by  a 
frank  discussion  of  his  fear.” 

Tuberculosis. 

4 Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred,  details  of 
which  appear  in  Table  6. 

This  is  the  highest  number  since  1954  following  last  years 
“lowest  ever”  total  when  no  deaths  were  recorded,  and  gives  a 
death  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  of  0*170;  a little 
higher  than  the  England  and  Wales  rate.  (See  Summary  of 
Statistics). 

Two  are  old  cases  - they  having  been  in  the  Tuberculosis 
register  for  10/15  years. 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis. 

This  group  was  responsible  for  22  deaths,  16  males  and  6 
females. 

Numbers  23  and  24  in  Table  5 give  details  for  each  disease 
separately. 

Almost  all  deaths  were  registered  in  the  60  and  over  age 
group,  with  the  exceptional  case  in  the  40  - 50  group  and  two  in 
children  under  1 year  of  age. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

One  death,  a woman  of  34,  was  recorded.  This  is  only  the 
second  case  registered  in  Alfreton  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Accidents. 

6 Deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  accidents  involving  3 males 
and  3 females  ; 3 of  the  deaths  followed  falls,  2 of  which  in- 
volved old  persons  of  74  and  81. 
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Attention  is  drawn  to  this  danger  to  old  people  in  their  own 
homes.  Old,  badly  designed  houses,  poorly  lighted  staircases, 
failing  eyesight,  and  physical  deterioration  are  points  of  gieat 
importance  when  considering  the  care  of  old  people  whethei 
they  are  in  their  own  homes  or  in  the  care  of  someone  else. 

No  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  were  recorded. 
There  has  now  been  only  one  fatal  accident  on  the  roads  involv- 
ing an  Alfreton  resident  during  the  last  three  years. 

Suicide. 

Two  men  aged,  22  and  70  committed  suicide. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

248  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1959.  Details 
of  age  and  sex  distribution,  seasonal  incidence  and  incidence 
over  the  last  ten  years  are  set  out  in  Tables,  6,  7,  8,  9,  and  10. 

The  incidence  would  have  been  very  low  but  for  the  outbreak 
of  Measles  which  occurred  in  the  early  summer  months.  Notifi- 
cations of  this  disease  represented  almost  90%  of  the  total  of  248 
received  during  the  year. 

The  numbers  of  notifications  of  individual  diseases  was  as 
follows:- Measles  221,  Tuberculosis  16,  Dysentery  4,  Scarlet 
Fever  3,  Whooping  Cough  2,  Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  1 and  Ery- 
sipelas 1. 

Measles. 

221  cases  were  notified  mainly  in  the  months  of  May  to 
August. 

All  cases  occurred  in  children  and  can  be  almost  equally  div- 
ided between  children  of  under  school  age  and  children  in  the 
first  5 years  at  school,  104  in  the  first  group  and  114  in  the 
second. 

Tuberculosis. 

16  new  cases  were  notified  in  1959,  15  of  which  were  of  a re- 
spiratory type,  13  in  males  and  2 in  females.  They  occurred 
over  an  age  range  of  3-73  y^ears.  The  occupations  of  the  10 
persons  of  working  age  were  varied.  One  person,  a woman  of 
37,  was  notified  as  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  1959  total  is  the  highest  since  1952  if  the  1957  total  is 
ignored.  1957  was  an  unusual  year  in  that  a sudden  unexpected 
intake  of  refugees  temporarily  resident  at  the  Miners  Hostel 
was  responsible  for  the  rise  in  notifications. 

There  seems  to  be  some  indication  of  closer  co-operation  be- 
tween Chest  Clinics,  Local  Health  Authority  (County  Council) 
and  your  Medical  Officer. 
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Mental  Health. 

Progress  and  development  in  mental  health  proceed  apace. 

Mental  disorders  can  be  accentuated  and  perpetuated  by  in- 
adequate or  bad  housing  accommodation.  Whilst  it  is  true  that 
a reasonable  person  can  adjust  himself  or  herself  to  environ- 
ment, a housing  authority  is  on  the  alert  to  see  that  poor 
conditions  are  remedied  as  soon  as  possible.  Removal  of  poor 
conditions  means  more  rapid  recovery  and  prospect  of  healthy 
people  and  children. 

The  changes  observable  in  teachers  and  children  attending 
modern  schools,  as  against  those  compelled  to  continue  in  old, 
inadequate,  poorly  equipped  buildings  are  clear  for  the  observer 
to  see. 

It  is  the  same  in  housing.  Long  delays  in  finding  adequate 
accommodation  whether  it  is  considered  to  be  the  fault  of  the 
family  itself  for  not  being  more  active  on  its  own  behalf,  or  of 
the  authority  for  not  having  accommodation  available,  can  in 
the  end  only  be  detrimental  to  the  development  of  the  family. 

One  of  the  big  problems  of  today  is  to  decide  whether  a family 
can  grow  up  properly  if  it  has  only  one  living  room  in  which  a 
television  set  operates  very  frequently  or  continuously.  Should 
there  not  be  a separate  television  room  so  that  bored  older 
children  are  not  driven  out  of  the  house?  Of  course,  older 
children  have  aHvays  gone  out  to  find  their  own  interests  but 
there  must  be  available  a room  or  a shed  where  study,  home- 
work or  hobbies  can  be  followed  without  distraction,  and  where 
everything  need  not  be  put  away. 

With  our  minimum  floor  space  houses  are  we  not  going  too 
far  in  the  wrong  direction  ? They  cannot  be  built  for  a lower 
price  but  this  immediate  cost  must  be  laid  against  the  possible 
future  difficulties  and  problems  caused  by  trying  to  contain  a 
family  in  what  in  some  cases  are  very  small  houses. 

Caravans  as  Homes. 

The  Wilson  report  on  '‘Caravans  as  Homes”  was  discussed 
but  further  legislation  is  awaited.  Basically,  a caravan  is  a 
mobile  prefabricated  home,  usually  owned  by  the  occupier. 

It  is  nice  to  have  everyone  in  proper  houses,  but  as  long  as 
there  are  housing  lists  and  a waiting  period  for  a house  there 
are  bound  to  be  those  who  have  to  use  alternative  accommo- 
dation, even  if  it  is  only  to  obtain  a residential  qualification. 

A more  thoughtful  approach  to  the  caravan  problem  is  need- 
ed. A glimpse  of  the  thousands  of  caravans  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  country  must  cause  many  people  who  oppose  the  use  of 
caravans  to  stop  and  think  of  their  present  objections. 

A properly  laid  out  caravan  site  with  reasonable  rules  and 
agreements  should  be  little  more  of  a problem  than  the  usual 
housing  estates.  After  all,  the  owner  is  providing  his  own  ac- 
commodation. 
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Street  Names  and  Numbers. 

Difficulties  in  finding  street  names  and  numbers  was  reported 
and  some  improvement  has  taken  place.  Generally,  however, 
little  consideration  is  given  to  the  problem  of  finding  a street 
and  house  in  the  dark.  This  is  necessary  for  ambulance  drivers, 
doctors  and  other  visitors. 

Just  as  night  driving  on  the  roads  is  made  difficult  by  badly 
sited  direction  boards,  almost  no  use  is  made  of  more  modern 
signs  for  street  names  or  numbers. 

The  local  inhabitants  have  no  difficulty,  but  how  can  services 
operate  - a doctor  going  to  an  emergency  call,  new  or  tempo- 
rary postman,  nurses,  health  visitors,  etc.,  if  some  consideration 
is  not  paid  to  their  needs. 

In  a large  town  the  time  wasted  in  finding  houses  might  be 
equivalent  to  the  employment  of  extra  staff  and  a further 
charge  on  the  rates. 

Noise. 

The  present  awakening  of  people  to  the  problem  of  noise  is 
long  over-due.  Noise  often  gets  out  of  hand  and  is  rarely 
reduced  to  a minimum.  Whilst  the  use  of  rubber  hammers  is 
not  a very  satisfactory  solution,  sometimes  modern  tools  do  the 
work  more  quickly  and  more  quietly.  The  development  of 
quiet  electric  drills  and  accessories  is  a step  in  this  direction. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  any  architect  has 
paid  attention  to  the  design  and  layout  of  buildings  and  streets 
to  produce  a minimum  noise  level. 

Upstairs  offices  in  narrow  streets  with  tall  buildings  opposite 
are  sometimes  dreadful  examples.  Particularly  in  England 
where  the  only  type  of  ventilation  commonly  used  is  to  open 
the  windows.  Ideal  if  the  air  was  clean  and  the  street  quiet. 

Early  morning  markets,  bus  stations,  milk  depots  can  be 
offenders,  when  possibly  more  thought  or  different  design  or 
equipment  would  reduce  noise  to  a satisfactory  level.  For 
instance  a change  from  milk  bottles  to  cartons  would  be  of 
advantage  in  more  ways  than  one. 

Roads  awaiting  repair  where  there  is  heavy  traffic  can  also 
be  a source  of  noise.  There  is  room  for  thought  and  action  in 
connection  with  the  problem  of  noise. 

Care  of  Old  People. 

Laundry  Services. 

The  importance  of  having  means  of  dealing  with  soiled  and 
foul  linen  from  the  homes  of  old  people  and  those  who  are 
nursed  at  home  was  considered  at  a meeting  with  represent- 
atives of  the  County  Council.  There  was  no  doubt  about  the 
benefits  of  such  a service.  During  the  year  the  County  Council 
informed  the  Council  that  the  proposals  for  such  a service  had 
been  approved. 
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Home  Safety. 

This  matter  has  been  dealt  with  directly  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee.  There  has  been  free  discussion  on  many  aspects 
of  Home  Safety.  Posters  and  leaflets  have  been  distributed  to 
organisations,  school  children  and  other  interested  people.  This 
basic  propaganda,  backed  by  the  work  of  the  County  Council 
Staff,  has  a good  effect.  Many  people  are  now  aware  of  dangers 
in  the  home,  and  more  care  is  taken  when  children  are  present. 

The  items  of  news  in  newspapers  and  illustrations  on  tele- 
vision screens  have  all  helped  in  spreading  knowledge. 

Most  aspects  have  been  covered,  flame-resistant  fabrics,  falls, 
first-aid  and  lifting  and  carrying.  The  booklet  “Designing  for 
Safety  in  the  Home”  w:ss  discussed  with  much  interest. 

Problems  remain  with  the  older  people.  They  often  have 
poorer  physique,  and  failing  senses  - particularly  eyesight,  hear- 
ing and  smell.  Eyesight  and  hearing  can  be  helped  if  regular 
testing  is  carried  out.  More  use  needs  to  be  made  of  the  ser- 
vices available. 

Lifting  and  Carrying. 

Proper  methods  ot  lifting  and  carrying  are  taught  in  industry 
and  to  nurses.  The  importance  of  teaching  this  in  school  is  as 
important  as  teaching  children  proper  posture,  Mothers  who 
do  most  of  the  housework  can  be  seen  in  difficulties  when  mov- 
ing furniture,  some  preferring  to  await  their  husband’s  arrival 
home,  only  to  find  that  he  does  not  know  how  to  move  it  either. 
Much  strain  may  be  caused  by  lack  of  knowledge  on  how  to 
lift  babies,  particularly  as  they  get  older  and  heavier. 

Prevention  of  Disease. 

Poster  Advertising. 

There  are  many  national  campaigns  nowadays.  Poliomyelitis 
Vaccination,  Clean  Food,  Clean  Air  and  Home  Safety.  In  order 
that  there  shall  be  some  local  association  with  these  campaigns 
and  to  bring  these  matters  regularly  before  the  people  a scheme 
of  poster  advertising  has  been  started  in  the  District.  A num- 
ber of  selected  sites  exhibit  posters  which  are  changed  monthly. 

Clean  Air. 

Following  my  report  of  last  year  there  does  seem  to  be  an  in- 
creasing awareness  of  the  problem.  Continued  slow  progress 
is  an  advantage  in  some  ways  - it  means  a sound  foundation  of 
knowledge  and  experience  for  future  action. 

The  measurements  of  deposits  from  the  air  continues  both  by 
use  of  the  standard  deposit  gauge  and  the  daily  smoke  filter. 

The  figures  for  the  year  of  the  sites  of  these  instruments  are 
usual  for  an  Urban  District  of  this  character  where  little  or  no 
action  has  been  taken  in  collection  with  smoke  from  domestic 
premises. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS.  Alf reton  Urban  District. 

1.  General  Statistics. 

Area  in  acres  ...  • ••  •••  5,023 

Population  (estimated)  ...  ...  •••  23,480 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  • ••  7,742 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  March,  1960)  ...  ...  £22 1,688 

Sum  reoresented  by  a Penny  Rate 

(at  31st  March,  1960)  £872  7s.  lOd. 

Population  per  acre  ...  ...  •••  4*67 

Live  births  registered  ...  ...  •••  353 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  2-55 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ...  15-03 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  (comparability  factor,  0-97)...  14-58 

Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  16*5 

Still  Births  registered  ...  ...  ...  9 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  births  (live  and  still)  ...  24-86 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  20-7 

Deaths  registered  ...  ...  ...  252 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  10-73 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  (comparability  factor,  1-18)  12-66 

Death  Rate,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11*6 

Maternal  deaths  (pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion)  1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  2-76 
Maternal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-38 

Infant  Deaths  (under  l year  of  age)  ...  ...  12 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  33-99 

Infant  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  22-0 

Infant  Deaths  (legitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  12 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  (legitimate) ...  34.88 

Infant  Deaths  (illegitimate)  under  1 year  of  age  ...  — 

Infant  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  (illegitimate)  — 

Infant  Deaths  (under  4 weeks  of  age)  ...  10 

Neonatal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  28-33 

Neonatal  mortality,  England  and  Wales  ...  15*8 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 week  of  age)  ...  ...  9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  per  1,000  live  births  ...  25*50 

Perinatal  deaths 

(stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week  of  agej  18 

Perinatal  mortality  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  49-72 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  from: 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ...  ...  ...  0-170 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory,  England  and  Wales  ...  0-077 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  0*008 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus  ...  ...  0-298 

Cancer  of  Lung  and  Bronchus,  England  and  Wales  0-464 

Cancer,  other  forms  ...  ...  ...  1-533 

Cancer,  other  forms,  England  and  Wales  ...  1-676 
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Table  1.  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Births 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M.  F.  Total 

Live 

166 

178 

344 

4 5 9 

Still 

4 

5 

9 

— — — 

Table  2.  Stillbirths. 

1949-59. 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

thousand  Births 

thousand  Births 

Year 

Number  ( Live  and  Still) 

Year 

Number  ( Live  and  Still ) 

1949 

10 

23-7 

1955 

13  37-35 

1950 

17 

42-29 

1956 

7 18-47 

1951 

10 

23-26 

1957 

11  26-51 

1952 

19 

50-27 

1958 

7 20-17 

1953 

11 

28-8 

1959 

9 24-86 

1954 

7 

17-33 

Table  3.  Infant  and  Perinatal  Mortality. 


Infant  deaths  M. 

Under  one  year  of  age  ...  6 

Under  four  weeks  of  age  4 

Under  one  week  of  age  ...  3 

Perinatal  deaths  ...  7 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

F. 

Total 

M.  F.  Total 

6 

12 

— — — 

6 

10 

— — — 

6 

9 

— — — 

11 

18 

— — — 

Table  4. 

Rates  - 

Comparative  Tables  - 

1949-1959 

Population 

Birth  Rate 
( per  1 ,000  of 

Death  Rate 
(per  1 ,000  of 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

(per  1 ,000 

Year 

(estimated) 

Population) 

population) 

live  births) 

1949 

...  22,930 

17-96 

11-81 

52-10 

1950 

...  23,300 

16-82 

11-2 

28-57 

1951 

...  23,170 

14-28 

11-26 

24-16 

1952 

...  23,130 

16-34 

9-16 

27-88 

1953 

...  23,220 

16-60 

10-43 

40-42 

1954 

...  23,370 

16-99 

10-61 

22-67 

1955 

...  23,430 

14-29 

9-09 

26-86 

1956 

...  23,480 

15-84 

10-26 

24-19 

1957 

...  23,680 

17-06 

11-61 

24-75 

1958 

...  23,190 

14-66 

10-26 

17-65 

1959 

...  23,480 

15-03 

10-73 

33-99 
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Table  5. 


Causes  of  Death 


M 

F 

Total 

1 Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  ... 

4 

— 

4 

2 Tuberculosis,  Other 

— 

1 

1 

3 Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

4 Diphtheria 

5 Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

6 Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

" 

7 Acute  Poliomyelitis 

■ 

* 

8 Measles 

— 

— 

9 Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

1 

4 

5 

11  ,,  ,,  Lung,  Bronchus 

6 

1 

7 

12  „ „ Breast 

— 

— 

— 

13  „ „ Uterus 

14  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic 

6 

6 

Neoplasms 

13 

12 

25 

15  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

2 

— 

2 

16  Diabetes 

2 

1 

3 

17  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  ... 

16 

18 

34 

18  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

19 

16 

25 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

6 

— 

6 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

17 

22 

39 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

7 

5 

12 

22  Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

23  Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

24  Bronchitis 

12 

1 

13 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

1 

4 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

— 

3 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

31  Congenital  Malformations  ... 

2 

2 

4 

32  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

13 

10 

23 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

— 

— 

— 

34  All  Other  Accidents 

3 

3 

6 

35  Suicide 

2 

— 

2 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes 

140 

112 

252 
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Table  6.  Tuberculosis,  1959. 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Under 

Periods 
one  year 

Non- 

Respiratory  respiratory 
M F M F 

Respiratory 
M F 

N on- 

respiratcry 
M F 

1 — 

2 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

5— 

1 

1 — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

10— 

15— 

1 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

25— 

5 

— — 

1 

1 

— 

— — 

45— 

3 

1 — 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

65  and 

upwards 

1 

— — 

— 

2 

— 

— — 

Total 

...  13 

2 — 

1 

4 

— 

— — 

Table  7.  Tuberculosis  Notifications,  1949  - 1959. 


Non- 


Year 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Respiratory 
M F 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

1949 

• 

— 

17 

— 

— 

5 

22 

1950 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

Q 

13 

1951 

. — 

— 

29 

— 

— 

1 

30 

1952 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

4 

20 

1953 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

3 

13 

1954 

- — 

— 

10 

— 

— 

1 

11 

1955 

2 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

7 

1956 

6 

2 

8 

1 

3 

4 

12 

1957 

15 

3 

18 

— 

1 

1 

19 

1958 

7 

2 

9 

— 

1 

1 

10 

1959 

13 

2 

15 

— 

1 

1 

16 

16 
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Table  8. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1959 

Age  Groups 
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Table  9. 

Notifiable  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  During  the  Year  1959. 

Seasonal  Incidence 
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Table  10. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

1949  - 1959 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  1 of  the  Act. 

1.  Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (in- 
cluding inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  :- 


Premises 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities... 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’  pre- 
mises) 

Total 


Number  Number  of 

on  Inspec-  written  Occupiers 

register  tions  notices  prosecuted 


5 9 


92  48  3 


97  57  3 


2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were — No.  of  cases 

in  which 

referred  prosecutions 
to  H.M,  by  H.M.  were 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage 

of  floors  (S.6)  — 

Sanitary 

conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  2 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes  — 
Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork  ...  ...  1 


1 — 2 


1 1 


Total  3 2 1 2 
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Part  VIII  of  the  Act. — Outwork. 


No.  of 

No.  of  cases  of 

outworkers  default  in 
in  August  sending 

Nature  of  work  list  required  by  list  to  the  Notices  Prose- 

Sec.  100  (1)  (c)  Council  served  cutions 

Wearing  apparel,  making  etc.  34  — — — 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets  3 — — — 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets  — — — 

Others  — — — — 

Total  37  — — 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


The  office  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  Alfreton  serves 
Ilkeston  Borough  Council  and  Alfreton,  Heanor  and  Ripley 
District  Councils.  In  addition,  the  Medical  Officer  is  also  an 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  with  the  Derbyshire  County 
Council. 

The  Borough  and  each  District  is  dealt  with  entirely  separ- 
ately. This  combination  of  posts  is  an  ideal  one.  It  presents 
many  opportunities  for  liaison  and  co-operation. 

The  area  served  has  an  estimated  population  of  100,510. 

I am  glad  to  say  that  good  relations  exist  between  myself  and 
all  officers  of  the  County  Council.  The  many  officers  in  the 
authorities  are  most  helpful  and  I appreciate  very  much  the 
pleasant  welcome  I receive  when  visiting  them.  In  this  atmos- 
phere it  is  possible  to  discuss  many  aspects  of  their  work  and 
mine  to  mutual  advantage.  It  is  sometimes  not  realised  how 
many  matters  have  a bearing  on  the  development  and  health 
of  the  area  either  now  or  in  the  future. 

Some  special  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  members  of  the 
Councils  for  their  kindness  and  thoughtfulness.  In  such  a post 
it  is  not  always  possible  to  attend  all  the  meetings  and  functions 
which  might  be  possible  in  a smaller  area.  Sometimes  there  is 
disappointment  which  I regret.  I am  most  grateful  for  the  way 
I am  kept  in  touch  with  these  affairs. 

HYGIENE. 

The  most  important  work  of  all  Public  Health  Departments 
continues  to  be  concerned  with  hygiene.  A brave  attempt  by 
one  authority  to  instal  modern  hand  washing  equipment  in  an 
unattended  public  lavatory  was  thwarted  by  hooliganism.  Much 
more  thought  and  detailed  consideration  is  needed  to  design  a 
hooligan-proof  public  lavatory.  Some  of  the  failure  at  present 
is  due  to  lack  of  consultation  during  design  stages.  Lavatory 
cisterns  need  not  be  fixed  where  they  can  be  easily  damaged. 
Foot-operated  hand-washing  equipment  is  available  which 
should  give  little  trouble  after  proper  installation. 

Finally,  it  should  be  an  axiom  that  no  person  can  leave  a 
toilet  without  passing  adequate  and  well-maintained  hand- 
washing facilities. 

Communal  towels  should  be  discontinued  and  replaced  by 
paper  towels,  or  towelling  which  presents  a clean  portion  to 
each  subsequent  user.  Most  of  us  regard  with  horror  the  dirty 
towel  or  coloured  towel  of  uncertain  cleanliness  which  may 
carry  all  types  of  dirt  and  infection.  It  can  only  be  regarded 
as  a slur  on  the  character  of  the  establishment  which  permits 
such  a practice  to  continue. 


The  use  of  the  family  kitchen  is  a subject  which  needs  wider 
education  and  more  discussion.  Many  families  have  excellent 
methods,  but  what  is  one  to  expect  from  a family,  when  visited 
in  connection  with  a notified  case  of  dysentery,  when  one  is  met 
at  the  front  door  by  the  housewife  holding  a soiled  nappy  in 
one  hand  (from  the  dysentery  case)  and  dish  cloth  in  the  other. 
All  members  of  the  family  will  eventually  get  diarrhoea  and 
probably  the  visitors  too.  Much  more  teaching  and  training  is 
needed  in  modern  family  hygiene. 

As  I have  said  before  the  house  is  the  workplace  of  the 
housewife.  It  needs  very  skilful  organising  and  equipping  if  it 
is  to  be  run  for  the  safety  of  the  family. 

CLEAN  AIR. 

Measurement  of  atmospheric  pollution  continues  in  all  four 
districts  by  means  of  standard  deposit  gauges  and  daily  smoke 
filters. 

Generally  speaking  results  are  as  can  be  expected  in  small 
Urban  areas  where  coal  is  burnt  in  open  fires.  Heavier  pol- 
lution is  localised  to  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  few 
heavy  industries. 

The  use  of  standard  deposit  gauges  gives  a basic  measure- 
ment of  amount  of  deposit  in  the  area  of  the  gauge.  Analysis 
of  the  contents  of  the  gauges  has  to  be  paid  for. 

The  use  of  daily  smoke  filters  gives  useful  daily  measure- 
ments of  the  particles  in  the  air  which  might  be  inhaled.  The 
results  can  be  correlated  with  wind  and  weather.  There  is  no 
cost  after  initial  purchase  but  daily  attention  is  required. 

Development  in  measurement  techniques  is  slow.  Mobile 
instruments  able  to  give  rapid  reading  in  different  places  during 
the  same  incident  e g.  fog  or  period  of  heavy  pollution,  are  badly 
needed.  It  should  be  possible  to  survey  a district  and  produce 
a contour  map  showing  areas  of  heavy  pollution  by  means  of 
such  instruments.  It  should  also  be  possible  to  analyse  the 
stain  produced  by  such  a machine  to  determine  the  constituents 
causing  the  stain  ; the  proper  measures  can  be  taken  to  trace 
and  deal  with  the  materials  carrying  the  pollution. 

In  effect  it  should  be  possible  for  an  inspector  to  drive  round 
his  district  and  take  a series  of  measurements  in  a short  space 
of  time,  stopping  at  the  same  places  each  day. 

It  is  understood  that  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Indus- 
trial Research  is  working  on  a method  of  taking  rapid  samples. 

MODERN  INSTRUMENTS. 

It  has  been  found  very  useful  and  economic  to  buy  instru- 
ments and  apparatus  on  a shared  basis  between  my  four  districts. 
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A filmstrip  projector  for  Health  Education  is  available.  The 
reflectometer  used  for  reading  stains  from  the  daily  smoke 
filters  is  also  available,  and  found  to  be  very  valuable. 

The  use  of  a photometer  for  determining  light  values  is  an- 
other indispensable  piece  of  equipment.  Its  main  use  has  been 
in  determining  light  values  in  slaughterhouses  when  preparing 
slaughterhouse  reports.  It  was  found  that  most  meat  inspection 
had  been  carried  out  in  lighting  conditions  below  those  required 
in  the  regulations.  Much  more  use  might  be  made  of  the 
instrument  in  schools,  offices  and  other  places  where  work 
requiring  a good  standard  of  lighting  is  required. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  would  like  to  hear  of  progress  in  the  production  of  a new 
scheme  for  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases.  Complete 
overhaul  of  the  present  system  is  long  overdue  - all  encourage- 
ment needs  to  be  given  to  the  discussions  taking  place  at  a high 
level. 

A much  more  flexible  scheme  is  required.  For  instance,  the 
reporting  of  all  first  coronary  heart  disease  episodes  would  pre- 
sent a picture  of  some  value  if  carried  out  for  a period  of 
twelve  months. 

The  reporting  of  certain  types  of  accidents  for  an  experi- 
mental period  might  also  produce  some  most  useful  results. 

No  information  is  available  of  the  number  of  cases  of 
Brucella  Abortus.  This  is  usually  acquired  by  drinking  raw 
milk  and  this  includes  T.T.  tested  milk  which  has  not  been 
pasteurised. 

A tremendous  field  of  further  investigation  opens  up  if  a more 
flexible  reporting  system  is  used.  Much  is  done  now  by  personal 
contact  with  General  Practitioners  but  more  modern  effective 
epidemiological  research  units  could  be  developed  which  might 
give  more  useful  answers  to  some  of  our  problems. 

Statistics  for  the  Area  are  included  because  it  is  a fairly  com- 
pact mixed  industrial  area  and  they  can  therefore  give  some 
general  picture  of  the  area  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS. 

(M.O.H.  Area) 


Population  (Estimated)  ...  ...  100,510 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  32,887 

Population  per  Acre  ...  ...  ...  5*56 

Live  Births  Registered  ...  ...  1,500 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  14*92 

Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  16*5 

Still  Births  Registered  ...  ...  44 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  (live  and  still)  28*50 

Still  Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  20*7 

Deaths  Registered  ...  ...  ...  999 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  9*94 

Death  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...  11*6 

Infant  Deaths  (under  1 year  of  age)  ...  34 

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  ...  22*67 

Infant  Mortality  (England  and  Wales)  ...  22*0 

Neonatal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  24 

Neonatal  Mortality  per  1,000  Live  Births  ...  16*00 

Neonatal  Mortality  (England  and  Wales)  ...  15.8 
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Annua!  Report  ot  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council 

Madam  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  nineteenth  Annual  Report, 
that  for  the  year  1959. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  has  been  compiled  in  accordance 
with  Ministry  Circular  1/60,  dated  8th  January,  1960,  issued  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  Public  Health  Officers’  Regu- 
lations 5 (3)  and  15(5).  The  Minister  emphasises  that  he  regards 
the  report  as  an  essential  and  valuable  appraisal  of  the  state  of 
the  public  health  in  the  area  under  review.  The  former  requests 
the  Council  to  give  directions  for  the  preparation  etc.  as  soon 
as  possible  after  31st  December,  1959. 

In  particular,  information  is  requested  with  regard  to 

1.  Health  Education 

2.  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 

3.  Public  Swimming  Baths. 

Paragraph  5 of  the  Circular  17/55,  dated  23rd  November 

1955,  requests  the  inclusion  of  the  revised  tabular  statement 
suggested  for  the  provision  of  information  about  the  post- 
mortem inspection  of  animals  in  slaughterhouses. 

Paragraph  5 of  the  Circular  19/56,  dated  11th  December 

1956,  requests  amongst  other  things  that  reports  should  include 
a reference  to  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  This  reference 
should  contain  an  indication  of  any  prosecutions,  citing  the 
regulation(s)  under  which  they  were  taken. 

New  Legislation 

Important  legislation,  Statutory  Instruments  and  Ministry 
Circulars  affecting  our  work  were  introduced  as  follows  : — 

S.I.  No.  2166.  1.1.59.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

S.I.  No.  1493.  5.9.59.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of 
Cruelty)  (Amendment)  Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH  2/59.  15.1.59.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958. 

S.I.  No.  2168.  1.1.59.  Slaughterhouse  Regulations 

(Hygiene) 

Circ.  FSH  172.  1.2.59.  Slaughterhouse  Reports  (Appointed 
Day)  Order,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH  4/59.  12  2.59.  Slaughterhouse  Reports 
(Appointed  Day)  Order,  1959. 

Slaughterhouse  (Reports)  Direction,  1959. 
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Ci rc.  FSH  9/59.  1.1.59.  Slaughterhouse  (Meat  Inspection 
and  Grant)  Regulations,  1958. 

S.I.  No.  1543.  5.9.59.  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Hygiene) 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH  14/59.9.11.59.  Slaughterhouse  Licenses  (Forms 
and  Records)  Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  No.  20.  1.4.59.  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization)  Reg- 
ulations, 1959. 

Circ.  FSH  1/59.  1.4.59.  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization) 
Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  No.  473.  26.3.59.  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization) 
(Revocation)  Regulations. 

S.I.  No.  2167.  1.1.59.  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.  in 
Food)  Amendment  No.  2 Regulations,  1958. 

S.I.  No.  472.  27.4.59.  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Regula- 
tions. 

Circ.  FSH  5/59.  26.3.59.  The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Regulations,  1959. 

26.3.59.  The  Labelling  of  Food  (Amendment)  Regulations, 
1959. 

S.I.  No.  734.  27.4.59.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  8/59.  21.4.59.  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.) 
Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  No.  831.  10.5.59.  Arsenic  in  Food  Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  8/59.  14.5.59.  Arsenic  in  Food  Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  No.  1059.  26.6.59.  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1959* 

FSH  11/59.  25.6.59.  Condensed  Milk  Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH  3/59.  24.2/9.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  No.  277.  8.3.59.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Reg- 
ulations, 1959. 

Circ.  FSH  10/59.  1.5.59.  Milk  and  Dairies  Approved  Gen- 
eral Regulations,  1959. 

Circ.  FSH  12/59.  10.7.59.  Milk  and  Dairies  (General) 
Regulations  Approved  Chemical  Agents. 

Circ.  FSH  13/59.  30.7.59.  Public  Health  (Imported  Food) 
Regulations,  1937  and  1948. 

Circ.  37/59.  1.6.59.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 
11.6.59.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959. 

Circ.  38/59.  26.6.59.  Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act, 
1959. 

S.I.  1959.  Housing  (Underground  Rooms)  Act,  1959. 

Circ.  41/59.  9.7.59.  Slum  Clearance. 

S.I.  1400. 16.5.59.  Housing(Prescribed  Forms) (Amendment) 
Regulations,  1959. 

S.I.  962.  15.6.59.  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959. 
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S.I.  1407.  17.7.59.  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted  Fire- 
places) Order,  1959. 

Circ.  44/59.  16.7.59.  Smoke  Control  Areas  (Exempted 
Fireplaces)  Order,  1959. 

Circ.  52/59.  21.8.59.  Litter  Bins. 

Circ.  57/59.  29.10.59.  Radioactivity. 

Food  Hygiene  Code  of  Practice. 

1.  Hygiene  in  the  Retail  Meat  Trade. 

2.  Hygiene  Transport  and  Handling  of  Meat. 

As  in  previous  years,  we  have  made  every  endeavour  to  deal 
satisfactorily  with  all  requests  for  assistance  and  advice.  Such 
work  is  indeed  rewarding,  from  the  community  service  point 
of  view. 

General  departmental  administration 

No.  on  Increase  Inspections 


Register 

or  decrease 

made 

Bakehouses 

1 

— 1 

5 

Canal  boats 

0 

0 

0 

Common  lodging  houses 

1 

0 

1 

Dairies 

1 

—31 

50 

Factories  and  workplaces 

...  97 

0 

51 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

0 

0 

0 

Ice  cream  premises 

...  79 

+ 4 

7 

Market  stalls 

18 

0 

523 

Milk  distributors 

...  32 

0 

10 

Moveable  dwellings — 

(a)  sites 

7 

0 

13 

(b)  dwellings 

19 

+ 1 

45 

Offensive  trades 

1 

0 

1 

Outworkers 

...  37 

— 13 

1 

Preserved  food  stores 

...  65 

0 

245 

Shops 

...  461 

— 10 

264 

Slaughterhouses 

13 

0 

1956 

Knackers’  yards 

0 

0 

0 

Swimming  Baths 

0 

0 

0 

Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Area. 

House  and  trade  refuse  : 

Portable  ashbins  in  use  and  emptied  by  the  Council  ...  8470 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  trade  refuse  under 


agreement  ...  ...  ...  •••  4z 

Premises  visited  for  collection  of  salvage  ...  ...  178 

Night  soil : 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  weekly  ...  ...  604 

Pail  closets  emptied  by  Council  twice  weekly  ...  437 

Closet  sumps  emptied  by  Council  ...  ...  0 
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Cesspools  emptied  by  Council 
Water  closets  in  area 

Conversions  : 

Pail  closets  converted  to  water  carriage  system  during 
the  year 

Public  Health  Act,  1936.  Section  75  (1).  Dustbins. 

The  system  of  replacing  defective  dustbins  is  as  follows :- 

Defective  bins  are  reported  by  refuse  collectors.  A post- 
card is  then  sent  to  the  owner  requesting  replacement  of  the 
defective  bin.  After  a lapse  of  a reasonable  time,  a Statutory 
Notice  is  served  on  the  owner  giving  him  28  days  in  which  to 
provide  same.  1 Statutory  Notice  was  served  during  the  year 
and  legal  proceedings  were  avoided. 

The  unsatisfactory  containers,  viz  : wash-tubs,  oil-drums,  etc. 
made  their  unwelcome  appearance  from  time  to  time  and  such 
premises  were  visited  and  the  substitute  receptacle  ultimately 
replaced. 

258  new  dustbins  were  provided  at  77  private  houses,  173 
council  houses  and  8 other  council  premises.  154  Preliminary 
Notices  and  1 Statutory  Notice  were  served. 

Complaints  for  1959. 

The  following  list  has  been  extracted  from  the  Complaints 
Book.  Every  complaint  received  is  recorded  and  a visit  and 
enquiry  made  into  the  circumstances.  The  Officer  making  the 
enquiries  initials  the  Complaint  Book  accordingly. 


Absence  of  coal  store  ...  ...  l 

cooking  facilities  ...  ...  1 

damp-proof  course  ...  ...  1 

dustbin  ...  ...  ...  i 

eavesgutters  ...  ...  8 

hand-rails  ...  ...  5 

rainwater  downspouts  ...  9 

sash  cords  ...  ...  2 

sinks  ...  ...  ...  1 

threshold  strips  ...  ...  7 

weather-boards  ...  ...  10 

Burst  pipes  in  w.c.’s  ...  ...  9 

Choked  drains  ...  ...  ...  13 

Dampness  to  houses  ...  42 

Defective  airgrates  ...  ...  13 

boiler  lids  ...  ...  4 


Carried  forward  127 


71 

6402 
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Brought  forward  127 
Defective  brick  coppers  ...  ...  5 

brickwork  ...  ...  14 

brickwork  to  fireback  ...  5 

ceiling  plaster  ...  ...  44 

chimney  stacks  ...  ...  15 

cills  ...  ...  ...  2 

coals  accommodation  ...  12 

cooking  range  ...  ...  5 

doors  ...  ...  ...  26 

door  frames  ...  ...  22 

door  furniture  ...  ...  13 

door  steps  ...  ...  8 

drains  ...  ...  ...  7 

drainage  channel  ...  ...  1 

dustbins  ...  ...  7 

eavesgutters  ...  ...  15 

flashings  to  chimney  stacks  ...  9 

floors  ...  ...  ...  30 

flues  ...  ...  ...  4 

hot  water  system  ...  ...  1 

iron  cover  to  inspection  chamber  1 
midfeathers  ...  ...  2 

outside  decoration  ...  ...  22 

oven  cheeks  ...  ...  6 

pan  closets  ...  •••  20 

paving  ...  ...  ...  10 

pointing  to  brickwork  ...  61 

rainwater  downspouts  ...  8 

railings  ...  ...  ...  2 

reveals  ...  ...  ...  21 

ridge  fillets  ...  ...  8 

rising  main  ...  ...  4 

roofs  ...  ...  ...  36 

sinks  ...  ...  ...  2 

sink  waste  pipes  ...  ...  12 

stair-treads  ...  ...  2 

stair-risers  ...  ...  2 

tippler  closets  ..  ...  12 

threshold  strips  ...  ...  2 

vent  pipes  ...  ...  2 

wall  plaster  ...  ...  85 

weather-boards  ...  ...  3 

w.c.  cisterns  ...  ...  5 

w.c.  pedestals  ...  ...  5 


Carried  forward  605 
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Brought  forward 

Defective  w.c.  seats 
windows 
window  cords 
window  frames 
window  furniture 
Dogs  fouling  footpath 
Dustbins  misused 
Dustbins  not  emptied 
Dust  nuisances 
Foreign  substances  in  food 
Hedges  in  need  of  trimming 
Insufficient  lighting  ... 

Insufficient  ventilation 
Leaking  cesspools 
Mouldy  bread 
Noise  nuisances 
Obnoxious  smells 
Offensive  accumulation  of  refus 
Overcrowding 
Pollution  of  streams 
Salvage  not  collected 
Smoke  nuisances 
Storage  of  coal  in  house 
Vermin  : ants 

beetles 
bedbugs 
fleas 
mice 
rats 

Wasps 

Wastage  of  water 
Miscellaneous 


605 

2 

23 

29 

19 

25 

1 

7 

23 
1 
1 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

13 

6 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

4 

10 

2 

1 

6 

44 

3 

3 

24 


Total  983 

Notification  of  Defects,  etc.,  to  Surveyor. 

Matters  coming  to  my  notice,  either  by  observation  or  by 
complaint  requiring  the  attention  of  the  Surveyor,  were  passed 
on  to  him.  These  matters  chiefly  concerned  Council  house  de- 
fects, water  supply,  sewers  and  sewage  nuisances  ; 61  such 

instances  are  recorded  in  my  day-book.  We  do  everything 
possible  to  assist  in  inter-departmental  co-operation. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Part  2 --  Sanitation  and  Buildings  (Sections  14  - 90). 

Sewerage  Scheme  for  the  District.  At  long  last  we  have  great 
hopes  of  an  early  start  being  made  on  the  new  scheme.  28  pail 
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closets  were  converted  to  water  closets  in  1959,  the  grant  of  £10 
per  conversion  being  paid  in  each  case. 

Sewage  nuisance.  One  complaint  was  received  and  referred 
to  the  Surveyor  in  connection  with  the  overflow  of  sewage  from 
the  Crays  Hill  sewer,  affecting  the  Lea  Brook  at  the  rear  of 
Hickton  Road.  Prompt  action  was  taken  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Surveyor’s  Department  to  abate  the  nuisance. 

Cromford  Canal. 

( a ) Golden  Valley  to  Ironville.  It  is  again  pleasing  to  report 
that  not  one  complaint  was  received  of  smell  or  appearance  of 
this  stretch  of  canal.  As  the  Council  are  aware,  the  sink  waste 
drainage  of  property  in  this  part  of  the  district  is  now  conduc- 
ted to  cesspools  which  are  emptied  regularly  by  the  Depart- 
ment. 

During  the  summer  of  1958,  the  bed  of  the  canal  on  this 
stretch  was  dredged  and  the  sludge  dumped  on  the  banks.  Dur- 
last  summer,  vegetation  covered  the  dried  sludge  and  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  canal  is  much  improved.  Prior  to  1958,  it  could 
only  be  described  as  an  open  sewer.  I am  sure  the  residents  of 
Golden  Valley  appreciate  what  has  been  done  to  improve  the 
conditions. 

(b)  Ironville  to  Pye  Bridge  boundary.  In  the  early  part  of  1959, 
the  Inland  Waterways  reduced  the  level  of  that  part  of  the 
canal  between  Ironville  and  the  site  of  what  was  formerly  the 
“Old  House  at  Home”  Inn  to  that  of  a stream.  In  the  dry 
weather  there  was  an  immediate  outcry  from  the  residents  of 
both  villages  - Pye  Bridge  and  Ironville  - complaining  of  nuis- 
ance from  mosquitos  and  unsightly  objects  and  smells  from 
decomposing  carcases,  etc.  Prompt  action  was  taken.  The 
Surveyor,  Medical  Officer  and  I visited  the  site,  walked  the 
length  of  the  canal  and  met  the  District  Inspector  of  British 
Transport  Waterways.  At  the  time  of  the  inspection,  there  was 
no  evidence  of  the  alleged  mosquito  nuisance,  although  it  was 
a hot  morning  following  week-end  showers,  but  I was  given  an 
official  order  to  take  immediate  steps  to  eradicate  such  pests  in 
the  event  of  a recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

With  regard  to  unsightly  objects,  we  were  assured  of  action 
commencing  within  the  next  two  weeks.  The  work  would  be 
progressive,  involving  a drying  period  and  grassing  of  the  banks 
after  which,  when  it  is  considered  safe  to  take  on  heavy  equip- 
ment, the  cutting  of  a dyke  (approximately  57  x 5')  would  be 
carried  out. 

In  May,  1959,  a very  strong  letter  of  complaint  was  received 
from  the  Women’s  Institute,  to  whom  a full  explanation  was 
given  as  to  what  action  was  being  taken  by  the  Inland  Water- 
ways and  the  Department  in  the  matter. 


On  December  17th  a farther  letter  of  complaint  was  received 
from  a resident  of  Ironville  living  in  close  proximity  to  the 
canal.  A copy  of  the  letter  was  sent  to  British  Transport  Inland 
Waterways  Department  and  a request  for  definite  steps  to  he 
taken  to  abate  the  nuisance  caused  by  draining  the  canal.  It  is 
hoped  that  some  speedy  action  will  be  taken  by  the  Inland 
Waterways  Department  of  British  Railways. 

Public  Convenience , N ottingham  Road , Somercotes.  The  Coun- 
cil instructed  the  Surveyor  to  prepare  plans  and  specifications 
for  a suitable  building  in  the  garden  fronting  the  Market  Place 
and  Nottingham  Road,  Somercotes.  I express  the  hope  that  an 
early  start  will  be  made  on  this  project,  and  the  demolition  of 
the  unsatisfactory  and  badly  sited  public  convenience  carried 
out  without  delay. 

Private  Roads. 

(a)  Hollyhurst  Terrace , Riddings.  The  access  road  to  Holly- 
hurst  Terrace  was  considered  dangerous  for  vehicular  traffic 
owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  road,  particularly  following  heavy 
rain. 

( b ) Mansfield  Terrace , Alfreton.  The  same  remarks  apply  to 
the  private  road  at  the  rear  of  this  terrace.  I made  successful 
representation  to  the  three  private  owners  concerned.  I express 
the  appreciation  of  the  Council,  the  tenants  of  the  property, 
and  myself,  for  the  prompt  action  taken  to  facilitate  the  carry- 
ing out  of  an  essential  service  at  these  properties. 

Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises  or  Articles  and  Verminous  Persons. 

Persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

The  tragedy  of  old  age  was  forcibly  brought  to  my  attention 
in  a distressing  case  reported  to  me  by  a relative  of  an  old  lady 
well-known  in  the  town,  who  had  to  be  removed  to  hospital  as 
a person  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

When  one  has  known  these  people,  one  is  anxious  to  give  them 
their  liberty  and  freedom  of  action  until  the  last  possible 
moment,  providing  of  course  they  are  not  making  a nuisance  or 
causing  inconvenience  to  others  with  whom  they  come  into 
contact.  This  was  a case  on  which  I had  focussed  my  attention 
for  some  months,  but  finally  the  lady  voluntarily  went  into 
hospital  at  the  request  of  her  relatives  who  resided  in  another 
County. 

The  services  of  the  Department  were  requested  and  freely 
given  in  assisting  the  relatives  to  restore  order  out  of  chaos. 
As  household  effects,  filth  and  junk  were  sorted  over  and  put 
out  for  collection,  a daily  service  of  collection  and  disposal  was 
arranged.  A word  of  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  members 
of  the  crew  of  the  Alfreton  refuse  collection  vehicle  was 
certainly  well  deserved,  and  no  doubt  appreciated. 
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A farther  case  was  also  dealt  with  in  a similar  manner. 

Four  cases  of  filthy  or  verminous  premises  came  to  my  notice 
and  were  cleansed  and  disinfested. 

Many  infestations  of  cockroaches,  ants,  silverfish  and  wasps 
have  been  dealt  with  on  request,  the  occupiers  paying  the  cost 
of  materials  used. 

Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research. 

For  the  first  time  for  several  years  I did  not  have  any 
occasion  to  request  the  services  of  the  Department  of  Scientific 
and  Industrial  Research  in  the  identification  of  unusual  speci- 
mens brought  to  me  for  identification. 

It  is  however  worth  recording  that  this  useful  service  is 
always  at  our  disposal.  Our  thanks  are  accorded  to  the  Officer 
in  Charge  of  the  Infestation  Branch. 

Nuisances.  Part  3.  Sections  91  -1 1 0. 

As  required  systematic  inspections  of  the  district  are  carried 
out  for  the  detection  and  abatement  of  nuisances.  It  will  be 
noted  that : 

562  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made,  983  defects  were 
noted  and  3 legal  notices  were  served. 

The  clerk  and  I co-operate  to  obviate  Court  proceedings  if  at 
all  possible,  every  opportunity  being  given  to  a defaulting 
owner  or  individual  to  carry  out  his  or  her  obligations  before 
legal  proceedings  are  taken. 

Main  Drain  at  rear  of  Market  Place , Alfreton.  A serious 
nuisance  occurred  caused  by  seeping  sewage  into  the  cellar  of  a 
dwelling  house  in  Market  Place,  Alfreton.  This  was  ultimately 
relaid,  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

Noise  Nuisances.  Several  complaints  were  received  of  a 
noise  nuisance  from  householders  in  the  vicinity  of  a Haulage 
Contractor’s  premises,  a Tyre  Factory  and  an  auxilliary  pump 
being  used  in  connection  with  a sewage  pump. 

In  one  case,  action  was  contemplated  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Derbyshire  County  Council  Act,  1954,  but  only  two  occupiers 
within  hearing  of  the  noise  were  prepared  to  assist  in  enforcing 
the  provisions  of  the  Section.  The  other  complaints  were 
dealt  with  satisfactorily. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

Clean  Air  Act , 1956,  and  Public  Health  Act , 1936. 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year,  smoke,  dust  and  grit 
nuisances  have  been  dealt  with  at  Collieries  and  Factories  in 
the  area. 
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In  February,  a meeting  was  arranged  with  the  Area  Chief 
Engineer  and  myself  at  both  Alfreton  and  Swanwick  Collieries, 
after  applications  for  Certificates  of  Exemption  in  respect  of 
the  chimneys  at  these  Collieries.  The  meeting  took  place,  and 
I informed  the  Officials  concerned  that  in  the  event  of  my 
Council  being  willing  to  issue  such  Certificates  of  Exemption, 
that  such  Certificates  would  only  be  valid  until  4th  July,  1963. 

I pointed  out  that  the  defence  in  Section  2 is  not,  in  my  view, 
a temporary  licence  to  go  on  making  dark  smoke  until  1963, 
particularly  if  it  is  caused  by  careless  or  improper  use  of  piant 
and  poor  stoking.  It  is  however  recognised  that  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  prevent  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  until  alterations 
have  been  carried  out.  “Reasonably  practicable”  with  regard 
to  local  conditions  and  circumstances,  to  financial  implications 
and  current  state  of  technical  knowledge. 

It  was  found  that  the  best  practicable  means  were  not  being 
used  to  raise  steam  smokelessly,  inasmuch  as  washery  slurry 
was  being  used  as  a fuel,  hand-fired,  by  untrained  stokers. 

After  considering  all  the  circumstances  the  Council  decided 
not  to  issue  Certificates  of  Exemption.  Dust  and  grit  arresting 
equipment  was  installed  before  the  end  of  the  year,  but  the  dark 
smoke  problem  still  remains  unsolved.  The  Managerial  and 
Engineering  Staffs  are,  however,  co-operating  with  us  to  the 
best  of  their  ability. 

Circular  No.  13/59.  “ Smoke  is  your  Enemy  Leaflets .” 

1,000  copies  of  the  above  circular  were  distributed  to  the 
various  Organisations  in  the  district  for  distribution  to  their 
members. 

G.  K.  Tyres  Ltd.,  Riddings.  A rubber  dust  and  smell  nuisance 
was  dealt  with  at  the  above  factory.  The  firm  put  in  a system 
of  ducts  with  an  extractor  fan  bringing  the  dust  to  a separate 
collection  point.  The  nuisance  was  abated. 

Stonewood  Flooring  Company  Ltd.  This  firm  co-operated 
with  the  Department,  by  installing  mechanical  stoker  in  con- 
nection with  a vertical  boiler  that  had  been  causing  a very 
serious  smoke  nuisance.  The  nuisance  was  abated. 

Recovery  of  Scrap  from  Cable  by  open  fire  method.  A serious 
smoke  nuisance  was  caused  by  the  burning  of  scrap  cable,  and 
legal  action  was  threatened  by  the  Conn  cil.  The  firm  wrote  to 
inform  the  Council  that  an  order  had  been  placed  for  an 
incinerator  capable  of  consuming  its  own  smoke,  and  as  it  was 
necessary  to  construct  a building  capable  of  holding  this 

equipment,  the  nuisance  could  not  be  abated  until  April  1960 
at  least. 
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Clean  Air  Information  Service.  The  Council  are  a contributing 
authority  to  this  service. 

National  Society  for  Clean  Air.  The  Council  are  also  a con- 
tributing authority  to  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air.  The 
Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  is  a member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  East  Midlands  Division.  We 
attended  the  special  Technical  Meetings  as  follows  :- 

22nd  January  - Smoke  Abatement  - The  Clean  Air  Act  and  the 
Carbonization  Industries. 

19th  March  - Air  Pollution  from  Steel  and  Iron  Works.  Both 
meetings  at  Nottingham. 

Divisional  Meetings  were  held  as  follows 

5th  March,  Nottingham  - Coal  Utilisation  Centre  - “Modern 
Domestic  Appliances  and  Clean  Air.” 

2nd  July,  Scunthorpe  - Visit  to  Steelworks  and  address  - “Pol- 
lution Prevention  in  the  Iron  and  Steel  Industry,”  followed 
by  an  “Open  Forum.” 

9th  September,  Nottingham  - Divisional  Council  Meeting  re 
Certification  of  Furnace  Operators  Bill. 

5th  November,  Grimsby  - Visit  to  Courtaulds’  Factory  - Paper 
by  Alkali  Inspector,  “The  work  of  the  Alkali  Inspectorate.” 

Diamond  Jubilee  International  Conference,  Seymour  Hall, 
London.  I had  the  pleasure  of  attending  this  important  and 
instructive  Conference,  accompanied  by  Councillor  Fullwood. 
We  thank  the  Council  for  the  privilege. 

Department  of  Scientific  Research,  Greenwich  and  latterly, 
Stevenage.  The  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
I have  been  appointed  representatives  of  the  Council  on  the 
Joint  Standing  Committee  of  Co-operating  Bodies.  This  Com- 
mittee meets  twice  each  year.  We  were  unable  to  attend  during 
1959  owing  to  the  meeting  clashing  with  the  Public  Health 
Committee  meetings.  Perhaps  we  may  be  more  fortunate  next 
year. 

The  advice  of  the  experts  was  again  sought  in  connection 
with  the  selection  of  a suitable  site  for  a second  lead  peroxide 
instrument,  and  a smoke  filter  apparatus.  The  former  was  sited 
on  the  roof  of  the  Garage  at  Somercotes  Market  Place,  and  the 
Smoke  Filter  at  the  entrance  to  the  Public  Health  Department. 
We  have  attempted  to  take  daily  readings,  and  this  been  ach- 
ieved by  the  enthusiasm  of  your  Inspectorate.  The  Inspector 
whose  duty  it  is  to  carry  out  Meat  Inspection  on  Sunday  is 
responsible  also  for  making  the  reading  and  changing  the  filter 
paper. 
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DAILY  SMOKE  FILTER. 


The  following  information  is  obtained  by  the  use  of  a daily 
smoke  filter  apparatus  installed  at  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
Office,  The  Firs,  High  Street,  Alfreton. 


Month 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Concentration  of  Smoke  in  m. 
100  cubic  metres  of  air 

g.  per 

Average 

Value 

Highest 

Value 

Lowest 

Value 

October 

1-97 

15-38 

51 

5 

November 

2-50 

23*66 

52 

11 

December 

3-40 

18-25 

38 

6 

The  results  of  the  monthly  rainfall  given  above  were  obtained 
from  the  rain  gauge  situate  at  Cotes  Park  Depot. 

Clean  Air  Act , 1956. 

Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act , 1906. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  works  in  our  area  which  are 
registered  under  the  Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulation  Act,  1906: — 
The  Stanton  Ironworks  Ltd., 

The  Midland  Acid  Co.  Ltd., 

Milton  Antiseptic  Ltd., 

Offensive  Trades.  Section  107 

We  have  only  one  such  establishment  in  this  district,  the 
premises  owned  by  Mrs.  S.  Walters,  George  Street,  Riddings. 
These  premises  are  not  being  used  at  present  owing  to  trade 
difficulties.  As  the  premises  are  in  a built-up  area,  the  Council  will 
probably  consider  the  advisability  of  resisting  any  attempt  to 
re-open  the  premises  for  this  type  of  business.  It  has  to  be 
borne  in  mind  that  there  is  a hand-fired  vertical  cross-tube 
boiler  for  steam  generation  at  these  premises,  and  a serious 
smoke  problem  was  solved  when  business  was  suspended. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. — There  is  quite  a high  standard  of  hygiene 
in  the  Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  throughout  the  district.  In 
Alfreton  in  particular  we  have  two  of  the  most  up-to-date 
establishments  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  County. 

Water  Supply  Sections  1 1 1 — 142 

Routine  sampling  of  domestic  water  supplies  is  undertaken  by 
the  surveyor’s  department,  and  any  complaints  received  are 
immediately  passed  on  to  the  Surveyor  for  investigation. 

I am  not  aware  of  any  premises  in  the  urban  district  not 
connected  to  the  mains  supply. 
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Part  5.  Prevention,  Notification  and  Treatment  of 

Infectious  Disease. 

At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  8 visits  have 
been  made  to  infected  premises.  A visit  is  paid,  enquiries  made, 
and  disinfection  is  carried  out,  following  removal  to  hospital  or 
recovery  of  the  patient. 

A bottle  of  disinfectant  is  left  for  preliminary  soaking  of  in- 
fected bedding  and  clothing  prior  to  washing.  The  method  of 
disinfection  is  by  formaldehyde  sprays.  An  instruction  leaflet 
is  left  at  the  house  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  taken  in  cases  of 
infectious  disease  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection.  In 
certain  instances,  infected  bedding  etc.  is  sent  to  Morton  Iso- 
lation Hospital  for  steam  disinfection. 

Part  9.  Common  Lodging  Houses.  Sections  235 — 248 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  area.  This 
is  frequently  visited  and  is  well-kept  by  the  owner,  Mr.  W. 
Davis,  under  his  personal  supervision.  The  rooms  are  clean, 
well  ventilated,  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  are  painted  to  facili- 
tate cleansing  at  prescribed  intervals.  Cooking  facilities  and 
washing  accommodation  are  satisfactory,  all  beds  are  clean 
and  comfortable.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 

Watercourses,  Ditches  and  Ponds. 

Several  complaints  of  pollution  of  ditches  and  streams  were 
reported  to  the  Surveyor  for  attention.  Particular  reference 
should  be  made  to  pollution  of  the  brook  at  the  rear  of  Hickton 
Road,  Swanwick,  from  the  sewer  overflow  at  the  rear  of  Swan- 
wick  Road,  Leabroobs,  and  pollution  of  the  brook  near  Hermit- 
age Farm  at  Riddings,  caused  by  seepage  from  Greenhill  Lane 
Sewage  Works.  The  provision  of  a satisfactory  sewerage 
system  is  the  answer,  and  an  early  commencement  of  work  is 
anticipated.  Now  that  the  new  sewerage  scheme  is  to  commence 
early  next  year,  we  hope  that  these  complaints  will  be  a thing  of 
the  past. 

Moveable  Dwellings.  Section  268-269. 

The  caravan  still  has  a great  appeal  to  those  unfortunate 
people  who  cannot  acquire  housing  accommodation,  and  have 
no  desire  to  live  with  “in-laws.” 

Suitable  sites  for  caravans  are  difficult  to  find  in  an  urban 
area  as  they  tend  to  reduce  amenity,  and  are  greatly  objected 
to  by  owners  of  property  adjacent  to  such  sices.  We  do  all  we 
can  to  help  and  advise,  but  it  is  a very  difficult  problem  indeed. 

We  have  the  following  licensed  sites  in  the  district 
W.  H.  Dawes’  site  in  Meadow  Lane,  Alfreton  - 6 vans 
Farnsworth’s  site  at  Queen’s  Head  Croft,  Riddings  - 6 vans 
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In  addition,  we  have  7 vans  on  5 unlicensed  sites,  making  a 
total  of  19  moveable  dwellings  on  7 sites. 

Inspection  of  Offices  (Workplaces). 

One  visit  has  been  made  to  offices  and  workrooms.  Once 
again  our  attention  has  been  focussed  on  the  provision  of 
suitable,  satisfactory  and  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation  for 
the  use  of  both  sexes;  also  heating,  lighting  and  general  amenity. 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

Public  Health  ( Amendment)  Act , 1890,  Section  51 . 

Circular  120,  Ministry  of  Health. 

Three  visits  been  made  to  places  of  public  entertainment. 
There  are  three  cinemas  in  this  district  as  follows 
Odeon  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Empire  Theatre,  Alfreton. 

Premier  Theatre,  Somercotes. 

The  Empire  Theatre,  Somercotes  was  closed  late  in  1958,  and 
during  the  year  1959,  the  Regent  Cinema  was  purchased  by 
Messrs.  Kennings  Ltd.,  and  is  nOvV  being  used  as  a tyre  store 
by  Messrs.  G.  K.  Tyres  Ltd.  It  is  possible  that  the  Somercotes 
Empire  may  be  opened  as  a Skating  Rink  as  plans  have  been 
deposited  for  such  a project. 

There  are  four  halls  where  public  dances  are  held 
Astoria  Ballroom,  Alfreton. 

Drill  Hall,  Alfreton. 

Somercotes  Church  Hall. 

Leabrooks  Miners’  Welfare,  Leabrooks. 

Alfreton  Arts  Centre,  Chesterfield  Road,  Alfreton  is  also 
occasionally  used  for  this  purpose,  but  in  the  main  for  Meetings, 
Concerts,  etc.,  arranged  by  the  Arts  Council. 

Licensed  Premises. 

There  are  41  licensed  premises  in  the  urban  area,  situated  as 
follows:  Alfreton  18,  Somercotes  8,  Leabrooks  2,  Swanwick  4, 
Ironville  1,  Pyebridge  1,  Riddings  6,  Golden  Valley  1.  Every 
effort  has  been  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  accommodation 
provided,  and  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  co-operate  with  the 
Police  and  Licensing  Justices  to  this  desireable  end. 

Plans  have  been  deposited  and  approved  for  improved  toilet 
facilities  at  several  licensed  houses  during  the  year.  In  some 
cases  the  work  had  been  carried  out,  and  in  others  work  was 
in  progress  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Cognizance  is  taken  of  the  remarks  of  the  Licensing  Justices 
when  applications  for  renewal  of  licences  are  made  at  the 
Brewster  Sessions  in  February.  Routine  inspections  are  made 
to  ensure  full  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
1955. 
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Rodent  Control. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  ( Threshing  and  Dismantling) 

Regulations,  1950. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order,  1943,  and  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  Circulars. 

The  department  is  responsible  for  a continuous  effort  to 
control  the  rodent  and  other  pest  nuisances  arising  in  the 
district.  70  such  complaints  were  received  and  satisfactorily 
dealt  with.  Complaints  received  were  in  the  main  from  house- 
holders living  near  poultry  keepers.  Our  tips  are  all  worked 
by  controlled  tipping  methods.  Daily  inspections  are  made  by 
the  Rodent  Operator  of  the  tips,  and  their  surroundings,  and 
evidence  of  an  infestation,  however  small,  is  quickly  noticed, 
and  the  necessary  action  taken.  No  legal  proceedings  were 
required,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  all  owners  and 
occupiers  of  property  are  usually  most  anxious  to  co-operate 
in  the  eradication  of  rats,  mice  and  other  vermin. 

I would  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation  of 
the  Infestation  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food, Nottingham,  and  also  to  the  Pest  Control  Department, 
for  their  valuable  assistance  in  dealing  with  complaints  received 
re  rabbits  and  other  pests  under  their  control. 

As  anticipated,  in  April  last  the  Council  took  over  the  res- 
ponsibility for  rodent  destruction  on  farms,  and  a visit  was 
made  to  every  farm  in  the  area  during  the  threshing  operations. 
There  are  no  serious  infestations  in  farms,  and  we  can  rely  on 
the  co-operation  of  the  farmers  in  the  district,  to  prevent  minor 
infestations  becoming  major. 

Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  at  the  prescribed  intervals, 
as  were  treatments  to  all  Council  owned  undertakings  such  as 
sewage  works,  tips  and  depots.  We  received  numerous  com- 
plaints from  householders  and  others  re  wasps’  nests  during 
the  record  breaking  hot  spell  last  summer.  Other  infestations 
by  ants,  silver-fish  and  the  like,  were  all  promptly  and  efficiently 
dealt  with  by  Mr.  T.  Smith,  the  Depot  Foreman,  and  Rodent 
Operator. 

The  following  work  under  this  heading  has  been  carried  out 


by  the  Department  :- 

First 

Second 

Alfreton 

treatment 

treatment 

70 

3 

Somercotes  ... 

41 

10 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

4 

Swan  wick 

18 



Riddings 

2 

19 

41 


3 


Codnor  Park  ...  8 

Golden  Valley  ...  3 

Total  ...  181  . 146  35 

Sewage  works.  All  sewage  works  have  been  visited  during  the 
year  and  the  following  have  received  treatment 

Alfreton  3 Riddings  6 Codnor  Park  3 

Somercotes  2 Swanwick  2 Birchwood  3 

Highfields  3 Newlands  6 Pye  Bridge  3 

After  treatment  no  further  activity  was  noticeable. 

225  visits  have  been  made  to  sewage  works  and  Council 
premises  and  100  treatments  given;  346  visits  were  made  to 
private  dwellings  and  135  treatments  given;  79  visits  were 
made  to  business  premises  and  47  treatments  given. 

Total  number  of  visits  made  during  the  year 

Sewer  inspection  chambers  ...  277 

Sewage  works  ...  ...  ...  166 

Other  visits,  including  farms  during 

threshing  operations  ...  ...  557 


Total  1,000 

Refuse  tips  and  salvage  depots  are  under  constant  observation. 

Farm  Survey.  13  Farms  were  surveyed  for  rats  and  mice 
during  the  year.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  combined  harvesting 
has  had  the  effect  of  minimising  the  number  of  infestations  on 
farm  premises. 

Two  meetings  were  held  at  Matlock  of  the  Workable  Area 
Committee.  At  the  first,  after  having  received  the  progress 
report  from  the  representatives  present,  a lecture  was  given  by 
Miss  B.  Jones,  Regional  Pests  Officer,  on  “Weil’s  Disease,” 
and  in  September  a further  talk  by  Miss  Jones  on  the  subject  of 
“Feral  Pigeons  and  their  Control.” 

These  meetings  are  very  interesting  and  helpful,  but  unfortun- 
ately, are  not  very  well  attended. 

Housing. 

Compared  with  previous  years,  we  have  made  excellent  progress 
in  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance.  In  the  past,  our  activities  in  this 
direction  have  been  retarded  owing  to  priority  being  given  to  the  re- 
housing of  necessitous  families.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however, 
there  will  be  a time-lag  of  approximately  twelve  months  before  the 
completion  of  new  houses  on  the  Firs  Extension.  The  delay  has 
been  caused  by  our  awaiting  clearance  of  the  site  by  the  Mineral 
Valuer  following  opencast  operations  on  this  site  several  years  ago. 
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Housing  Act,  1957. 


assistance  Unaided  Total 


42 

42 

41 

41 

8 

8 

18 

18 

ects 

• • • 

94 

During  the  year  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 

With  state 

Houses  erected 

(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons 

♦ 

Houses  under  erection  : 

(a)  by  local  authority 

(b)  by  other  bodies  and  persons 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  : 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  he 
(under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dan- 
gerous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  action  (formal  or  informal)  by  the  local 
authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition 

orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  106 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  accepted  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  where  undertakings  have  been 

accepted  that  have  become  empty  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  persons  displaced  ...  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  under- 
takings were  determined  ...  ...  ..,  o 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  applications  for  improvement  grants  approved 

by  the  Council  (houses  involved)  ...  ...  30 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  improved  during  the  year  ...  48 

The  following  table  summarises  the  four  quarterly  returns  made 
to  the  Ministry  during  1959. 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  Unfit  Houses  Elsewhere , 

Return  for  the  Year  1959. 

. rT  ~ 7-  t , Houses  Displaced  during  year — 

A--Houses  Demolished  demolished  Persons  Families 

In  clearance  areas  : 

(l)  Houses  unfit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  4 10  4 
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Not  in  clearance  areas  : 


(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or 
informal  procedure  under 
Sect.  1 7 ( 1 ) Housing  Act, 
1957 


33 


96 


30 


C --  Unfit  houses  made  ht  and  houses  in  which  defects  were 


remedied  : 


(11)  After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under  (a.)  Public  Health  Acts 


(b)  Housing  Acts 


Houses  demolished  during  the  year  : 

In  Clearance  Areas  : 

Somercotes  : Coupland  Place,  71,  72,  73,  74. 

Individual  Demolition  Orders  : 

Alfreton  : King  Street,  27,  29,  34,  36,  121. 

New  Street,  5,  6,  7. 

Somercotes:  New  Street,  12,  13. 

Victoria  Cottages  (Birchwood),  1,  2. 

Lower  Somercotes  : Cinder  Road,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10. 

Pye  Bridge  : Canal  Side,  67,  68,  69,  70,  71. 

Main  Road,  31,  32,  Bungalow. 

Riddings  : Greenhill  Lane,  33,  34,  35,  36. 

Swanwick  : Derby  Road,  1,  2,  3. 

Overcrowding. 

Enquiries  were  made  into  several  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  the 
facts  were  reported  to  the  Housing  Department  and  Public  Health 
Committee.  It  is  most  difficult  to  deal  with  these  cases  as  Govern- 
ment Policy  at  the  moment  apparently  is  to  concentrate  on  housing 
schemes  for  Slum  Clearance  only  and  not  for  general  need. 

Messrs.  James  Oakes  & Co.  ( Riddings ) Ltd. 

There  were  no  improvements  carried  out  during  the  year,  attention 
being  directed  wholly  to  matters  of  maintenance  and  repair. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair.  10  Applications  were  received  for  cer- 
tificates of  disrepair  in  respect  of  the  following  properties.  In  3 
instances,  certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued,  in  4 instances  the 
landlord  gave  an  undertaking  to  carry  out  the  necessary  works  of 
repair,  and  3 Certificates  of  disrepair  were  issued  in  1960.  One 
application  was  received  for  revocation  of  a certificate  on  completion 
of  the  necessary  work. 


Rent  Act,  1957. 


44 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts,  1928  & 1936 
Cellulose  Solution  Regulation,  1934 
Petroleum  Spirit  (Conveyance  by  Road)  Regulations,  1959 
Home  Office  Circulars  5/1  etc. 


No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  petroleum  during  1959  50 

No.  of  licences  issued  to  store  carbide  during  1959  1 

Total  storage  capacity  of  petroleum  spirit  ...  52,874 

Total  storage  capacity  of  carbide  ol  calcium  ...  112  lbs. 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  petroleum  licences  ...  ^35  10s. 

Fees  collected  in  respect  of  carbide  licences  ...  5/- 


Can  Stores 

Can  Store  licences  were  issued  to  the  following: — 

Gallons 


Messrs.  C.  Brown  and  Sons,  Alfreton  ...  60 

T.  Roguska,  King  Street,  Alfreton  ...  60 

R.  S.  Dawes,  Victoria  Street,  Somercotes  ...  60 

James  Oakes  and  Co.,  Riddings  ...  50 

Evans  Bros.  (Concrete)  Ltd.,  Riddings  ...  25 

N.C.B.  Area  No.  4,  Alfreton  Colliery  ...  50 

,,  ,,  Cotes  Park  Colliery  ...  50 

,,  ,,  Swanwick  Colliery  ...  60 


During  the  year,  the  Department  and  the  Fire  Services  have  made 
a detailed  and  careful  inspection  of  every  Petroleum  Installation  in 
the  district.  Notices  have  been  served  on  all  owners  and  occupiers 
to  carry  out  necessary  works  to  fully  comply  with  the  Petroleum 
Acts  and  Regulations  made  thereunder.  It  was  hoped  that  all 
works  would  be  completed  prior  to  1st  January,  1960,  when  renewal 
of  licences  will  be  considered. 

I have  to  pay  tribute  to  the  co-operation  I have  received  from  the 
Chief  Fire  Officer,  H.  J.  Terry  Esq.,  M.B.E.,  and  his  staff  at  Derby 

All  underground  tanks  are  subjected  to  an  air  pressure  test  of  10 
lbs.  per  sq.  inch  for  a minimum  period  of  10  hours  before  approval. 
The  petrol  tank  to  be  totally  embedded  in  massed  fine  concrete  not 
less  than  9 inches  thick,  or  alternatively,  a brick  chamber  in  9"  brick- 
work, cement  rendered  on  the  inside  with  1"  of  cement  and  a mini- 
mum of  9"  of  dry  washed  sand  surrounding  the  tank.  The  tank  to 
rest  on  a cradle  at  the  base  of  the  tank. 

Home  Office  Circular  re  Working  Party  on  Inflammable  Substances. 

A Circular  dated  1st  September  was  received  from  the  Home 
Office  requesting  information  about  the  present  method  of  storing 
inflammable  substances,  to  assess  hazards  which  may  arise  and  to 
consider  methods  of  control  if  such  are  warranted.  Local  Authorities 
were  requested  to  submit  information  to  local  Fire  Authorities  who 
would  collate  the  information  to  avoid  overlapping  and  duplication. 
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When  consulted,  the  Fire  Service  and  the  County  Council  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter.  As  the  obvious  course  was  to  have  a 
standardised  form  of  questionnaire  for  the  County  as  a whole,  a copy 
of  the  Circular  was  supplied  to  the  Legal  Department  of  the  County 
Council. 

Ultimately,  101  questionnaires  were  sent  out  to  factories,  shops, 
petrol  stations  and  similar  premises  in  the  area  where  inflammable 
substances  were  likely  to  be  stored. 

The  information  received  was  sent  on  to  the  Fire  Service  for 
collation  and  submission  to  the  Ministry. 

Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 

No  Certificates  as  to  adequacy  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of 
fire  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  Surveyor  co-operates  with  the  department  by  submitting  to 
me  all  plans  in  respect  of  factories  for  my  perusal  and  observations, 
prior  to  planning  permission  being  granted.  The  system  works  very 
satisfactorily. 

Deletions  from  and  additions  to  the  list  of  Factories  and  Work- 
places noted  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  reported  to  me  on  Form 
143  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  Section  8(3),  are  duly  recorded 
and  kept  up  to  date  at  all  times. 


Aerated  water 
Bakeries 
Boots 

Boot  repairs 
Bicycle  repairs 
Brickmaking 
Builders’  supplies 
Chemicals  ... 

Concrete  blocks 
Corsets 
Dresses 

Electrical  repairs 
Engineering 
Flooring 
(j  as  ... 

Hosiery 
Ironfounding 
Iron  rolling  mills 
Joinery 
Laundry 

Total 


Leather  dressing  ...  1 

Letterpress  printing  ...  3 

Machine  repairs  ...  1 

Metal  scrap  cutting  ...  2 

Metal  scrap,  paper  sorting  1 

Motor  vehicle  repairs  ...  15 

Net  mending  ...  1 

Sausage,  meat  pies,  etc 8 

Sheet  metal  work  ...  1 

Slaughterhouse  ...  1 

Subsidiary  Companies 
Miscellaneous  dept.  ...  1 

Oxygen  dept.  ...  1 

Tyre  remoulds  ...  1 

Underwear...  ...  3 

Vehicle  demolition  ...  3 

Vehicle  painting  and 

cellulosing  ...  1 

Wagon  building  ...  1 

Woodwork’g  machinery  1 

97. 


Register  of  Factories,  31.12.59. 

1 

6 

1 
5 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
7 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 

10 

1 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Part  7.  General  provisions  and  sale  of  food  and  drugs. 

Sections  1-7. 

Sampling  of  food  and  drugs  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Analyst 
as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority.  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B.SC.,  F.R.I.C., 
F.C.S.,  the  County  Analyst,  has  kindly  supplied  me  with  information 
of  such  work  carried  out  by  his  department  as  follows  : 

“93  Samples,  including  56  milks,  were  taken  under  the  above 
Act  in  the  area  of  the  Alfreton  Urban  District  Council  during  the 
year  1959. 

“A  sample  of  T.T.  Milk  was  deficient  in  fat  and  the  producer  was 
cautioned. 

“A  number  of  samples  sold  as  ‘Milk  Bread’  were  taken  for  exam- 
ination during  the  year  following  the  publication  of  the  report  of  the 
Food  Standards  Committee  in  which  minimum  standards  for  Milk 
Bread  were  recommended.  Four  samples  taken  in  the  Alfreton  area 
were  reported  against  as  deficient  in  milk  solids.  These  irregulari- 
ties were  dealt  with  by  caution  notice  in  the  absence  of  an  official 
standard. 

“Two  samples  of  apples,  one  of  American  origin  and  one  of 
Italian  origin,  were  found  to  contain  residues  of  lead,  presumably 
resulting  from  the  use  of  lead  arsenate  sprays.  The  contamination 
was  not  seriously  in  excess  of  the  limit  recommended  for  foods.  A 
search  was  made  for  further  samples  of  these  brands  but  they  could 
not  be  found  on  sale  and  no  further  action  was  taken. 

‘The  remaining  samples  were  classed  as  satisfactory.” 

Voluntary  Surrender  of  Unsound  Food.  Section  8-12. 

All  condemned  food  excepting  meat  is  taken  to  the  Council’s  Depot 
at  Leabrooks  where  it  is  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  following  is  a list  of  food  stuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by 
traders  during  the  year:- 


Condemned  Food. 

lbs. 

ozs 

63  tins 

Peaches 

...  100 

3 

52  „ 

Pineapple 

...  52 

4 

15  „ 

Fruit  salad 

19 

0 

31  „ 

Pears 

49 

9 

2 „ 

Prunes  ... 

1 

8 

9 „ 

Apricots... 

13 

13 

2 „ 

Grapefruit 

1 

11 

6 „ 

Cherries... 

5 

13 

11  „ 

Oranges... 

7 

4 

6 „ 

Strawberries 

5 

8 

2 „ 

Plums  ... 

2 

4 

Carried  forward  258  13 
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7 

1 

22 

2 

16 

8 

43 

15 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

3 

5 

10 

55 

11 

12 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

18 

6 

4 

2 

24 

21 

21 

2 

2 

6 

20 

13 


Brought  forward 

258 

13 

tins  Grapefruit  juice 

• • • 

2 

0 

tin 

Cranberries 

14 

tins  Evaporated  milk 

15 

5 

n 

Cream  ... 

13 

»> 

Condensed  milk 

10 

14 

ii 

Creamed  rice 

7 

8 

y y 

Tomatoes 

379 

12 

yy 

Peas 

11 

ioi 

ii 

Beans 

3 

91 

tin 

Butter  beans 

8 

yy 

Carrots  ... 

1 

10 

ii 

Macaroni 

8 

• y 

Ravioli  ... 

12 

a 

Macedoines 

10J 

y y 

Green  pea  soup 

8 

yy 

Vegetable  soup 

154 

yy 

Vegetable  salad 

8 

tins 

Scotch  broth 

1 

14 

yy 

Chicken  soup 

2 

5 

yy 

Mulligatawny  soup  ... 

10 

0 

yy 

Gravy 

3 

0 

a 

Mushroom  soup 

4 

6 

yy 

Sardines 

2 

13 

yy 

Salmon  ... 

26 

5f 

yy 

Pilchards 

7 

21 

a 

Crab 

2 

124 

tin 

Lobster  ... 

4 

yy 

Meat  paste 

3 

y y 

Casserole  meat 

1 

0 

ii 

Jellied  veal  • ... 

6 

0 

yy 

Chopped  ham  and  pork 

111 

yy 

Braised  kidney 

6 

tins 

Pork 

1 

8 

y y 

Luncheon  meat 

18 

14 

Ham  and  beef  roll  ... 

3 

12 

y y 

Beef 

12 

12 

y y 

Lamb  tongue 

1 

8 

y y 

Corned  beef 

55 

12| 

yy 

Tongue  ... 

57 

0 

y y 

Ham 

227 

9 

y y 

Cooked  shoulders 

20 

8 

Corned  mutton 

12 

Chicken  ... 

20 

8 

y y 

Stewed  steak 

18 

3i 

yy 

Coffee 

3 

4 

Carried  forward 

1208 

51 

48 


Brought  forward 


1208 


4 „ Nescafe  ... 

2  „ Black  treacle 
2 ,,  Kit-E-Kat 

2 ,,  Lassie  dog  food 
1 tin  Lemon  cheese 

1 „ Cheese  spread 

3 jars  Jam 

1 jar  Tomato  juice 

4 pkts.Suet 

11  ,,  Lemon  powder 
7 ,,  Currants 
Loose  Currants 
Margarine 
Butter 
Cheese 
Cake 

Solid  packed  fruit  cocktail  ... 

Pork 

Sausage 

Bacon 

Ham 

Beef 

Corned  beef 
Ox  liver 

1 Beast’s  head  - decomposition 
Ox  tongue 

Shoulder 

Pork  - hocks  and  feet 

2 Pigs’  lungs  and  heart  - decomposition 

5 Pigs’  plucks  - decomposition 

Mutton  ,, 

20  Ox-livers  ,, 

25  Ox-skirts  ,, 

1 Sheeps  liver  ,, 

28  Sheep’s  plucks  ,, 

10  Sheep’s  heads  ,, 

Leg  of  veal 


4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 
5 
2 

1 

2 

31 

3 

7 
33 
30 

195 

2 

27 

1 

5 

38 

6 

26 

8 
3 

39 
10 

300 

51 

2 

133 

50 

16 


5i 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
0 
5 
0 
8 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
4 
8 
4 
0 
0 
8 
1 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Total  2255  7i 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

Dogs  in  Food  Shops.  Notices  re  Dogs  in  Food  Shops  have  been 
replaced  as  necessary,  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  only  on  one 
occasion  did  I find  it  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  a customer 
to  the  request. 
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Extraneous  Matter  in  Food.  I am  pleased  to  record  that  for  the 
first  time  for  several  years  not  a single  complaint  was  received  of 
extraneous  matter  being  found  in  food.  We  did,  however,  receive 
two  complaints  concerning  mouldy  bread. 

I took  up  the  matter  with  the  Managers  of  the  two  large  Bakery 
firms.  The  two  loaves  complained  about  were  both  cellophane- 
wrapped,  sliced  bread,  and  mould  formation  had  appeared  on  the 
shoulder  of  the  loaf  at  the  point  where  the  cellophane  comes  into 
contact  with  the  loaf. 

I enquired  of  both  firms  as  to  whether  the  bread  had  been  thor- 
oughly cooled  before  wrapping,  as  I find  that  complaints  of  this 
nature  are  usually  in  respect  of  bread  supplied  on  Saturday  for  con- 
sumption during  the  week-end.  The  possible  causes  of  mould  forma- 
tion are  extreme  weather  conditions,  ordering  in  excess  of  require- 
ments, unsatisfactory  storage  and  changes  of  temperature  causing 
condensation  on  the  inside  of  the  cellophane  wrapper.  It  will  be 
appreciated  that  ideal  conditions  for  mould  growth  are  provided  by 
unsuitable  methods  of  storage. 

Alfreton  Market.  Regular  inspections  are  made  by  your  Inspec- 
tors of  the  food  stalls  on  the  open  market  in  Institute  Lane.  In  the 
main,  the  stall-holders  are  co-operative  and  only  sweets,  confection- 
ery, fish,  fruit  and  vegetables  are  sold. 

I hope  the  Council  will  never  permit  butchers  to  have  stalls  on 
this  open  market  and,  as  soon  as  possible,  provide  hot  and  cold 
water  and  toilet  facilities  in  a reasonably  accessible  position,  even  if 
it  is  necessary  to  increase  the  stall  rents  to  cover  the  cost  over  a 
reasonable  period. 

Food  Hawkers.  I invited  several  of  my  Colleagues  from  adjoin- 
ing districts  to  a meeting  to  consider  joint  action  with  regard  to 
mobile  shops  and  hawkers. 

We  considered  Section  137  of  the  Derbyshire  County  Council 
Act,  1954,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that  apart  from  providing 
for  registration  of  persons  offering  or  exposing  for  sale  any  food 
from  or  upon  any  vehicle,  basket,  pail,  tray,  table  or  other  portable 
receptacle  or  stand,  this  section  is  not  very  helpful  because  it  does 
not  provide  a standard,  or  suggest  conditions  governing  registration. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  apply  only  to  Food  Hawk- 
ers from  mobile  shops  when  offering  “open  food  for  immediate  con- 
sumption.” If  our  premises  are  correct  then  surely  some  amend- 
ment of  the  Regulations  is  an  urgent  necessity,  as  some  of  the 
vehicles  being  used  as  food  shops,  e.g.,  old  vans,  buses,  etc.,  ought 
to  be  subject  to  control  and  a standard  defined  which  would  give  us 
the  power  to  refuse  registration. 

In  present  circumstances,  I would  prefer  not  to  register  hawkers 
and  hope  for  early  amendment  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 
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Ice  Cream  ( heat  treatment , etc.)  Regulations , 1959. 

All  premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  manufactured,  stored  and  sold 
have  been  subjected  to  regular  inspection.  Ice  cream  parlours  are 
provided  where  loose  ice  cream  is  sold.  All  conservators  from  which 
ice  cream  is  sold  are  provided  with  Stowell  protective  covers  to 
prevent  misuse  of  the  conservators  and  possible  contamination.  All 
premises  registered  must  be  suitably  lighted  and  ventilated,  and 
have  satisfactory  washing  facilities,  hot  and  cold  water,  clean  towels 
and  soap  available.  Manufacturers’  premises  in  the  area  are  most 
up-to-date  and  their  products  are  manufactured  under  hygienic 
conditions. 

During  the  year,  four  food  traders  applied  for  registration  of  their 
premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  as  follows 

Mr.  H.  Hughes,  31  Pentrich  Road,  Swanwick 
Mrs.  M.  Whysall,  81  Pentrich  Road,  Swanwick 
Mrs.  Storer,  28  Cemetery  Road,  Leabrooks 
Mrs.  L.  Hinks,  175  Birchwood  Lane,  Somercotes 

The  following  are  the  details  of  registration  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 

Manufacturers  (also  registered  for  the  sale  of  loose 

ice  cream)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Retailers  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  ...  77 

Milk  Supply. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  Order , 1934-1946. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  ( Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 

Regulations , 1949  to  1953. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  {Raw  Milk)  Regulations , 1949-1954. 

Supplementary  licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  to  dealers 
retailing  milk  in  the  Alfreton  Urban  Area  but  with  dairy  premises 
outside  the  Urban  Area  as  follows 

Pasteurised  Milk. 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  (five  branches) 

Codnor  Park  and  Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (two  branches) 
G.  Paley,  Sandham  Park  Dairy,  Ripley 
E.  Chamberlain,  Felley  Priory  Farm,  Underwood 
S.  Stafford,  Garner  Lane  Farm,  South  Wingfield 
A.  Robinson,  Devonshire  Arms,  South  Normanton 
Tuberculin  tested  I pasteurised. 

Ripley  Co-operative  Society  Ltd.  (five  branches) 

Codnor  Park  and  Ironville  Co-op.  Society  Ltd.  (two  Branches) 
G.  Paley,  Sandham  Park  Dairy,  Ripley 
E.  Chamberlain,  Felley  Priory  Farm,  Underwood 
S.  Stafford,  Garner  Lane  Farm,  South  Wingfield 
A.  Robinson,  Devonshire  Arms,  South  Normanton 
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Dealers  licences  have  been  granted  to  use  the  special  designation 
tuberculin  tested/pasteurised  to  :- 

R.  G.  Bacon,  c/o  Radford’s  Farm,  Alfreton 

J.  B.  & M.  A.  Bowler,  Tagg  Farm,  Swanwick 
Miss  S.  Cowley,  9 Nuttall  Street  Alfreton 

S.  Durow  and  Son,  Grange  Farm,  Butterley 

Mr.  D.  E.  Nicholson,  c/o  Hermitage  Farm,  Riddings 

Mr.  A.  B.  Key,  93  Swanwick  Road,  Leabrooks 

Mr.  C.  E.  Smithy  “The  Farm”,  Pennytown,  Somercotes 

Mr.  C.  Radford,  “Brunn”,  Grange  Street,  Alfreton 

Mr.  H.  B.  Unwin,  “Red  Lion”  Farm,  Riddings 

Mr.  W.  Atkin,  “Crossing”  Farm,  Leabrooks 

Mr.  S.  Dean,  Laburnum  Cottage,  Leabrooks 

Mr.  C.  S.  Hall,  The  Bungalow,  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes 

Mr.  J.  E.  Gash,  52  West  Street,  Riddings 

Mr.  L.  Oliver,  “Eureka”,  Brenden  Avenue,  Somercotes 

Mr.  W.  R.  Ward,  Old  Hall  Farm,  Swanwick 

Mr.  A.  E.  Jennings,  9 Derby  Road,  Alfreton  [Somercotes 

Mr.  J.  A.  Castledine,  “Beau  Vista”,  20  Brenden  Avenue, 

Mr.  L.  W.  Fisher,  19  Bank  Street,  Somercotes 

Mr.  S.  Barlow,  “Charity  Farm”,  Swanwick 

Mr.  R Ingram,  “The  Croft”,  Park  Street,  Alfreton 

Mr.  F.  Clough,  “The  Croft”,  Park  Street,  Alfreton 

Mr.  N.  E.  Bryan,  “Longacres”,  Sleetmoor  Lane,  Somercotes 

Mr.  P.  M.  Swindell,  9 Victoria  Street,  Somercotes 

Mr.  J.  Bonsall,  “Linroyd”,  Leabrooks 

Now  that  my  Council  have  granted  me  additional  staff,  I am 
hoping  to  resume  taking  samples  of  milk,  particularly  samples  of 
producer  retailed  milk,  and  I am  hoping  that  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  will  soon  augment  their  promise  to 
include  Alfreton  U.D.  in  a “Prescribed  Area.”  This  was  promised 
by  the  end  of  1952.  The  hand  can  is  still  being  carried  around  in 
1960.  The  surprising  thing  is  that  parts  of  the  adjoining  rural  dis- 
trict councils  bordering  this  urban  area  have  been  “prescribed  areas” 
for  years ! 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations , 1949,  Part  IX,  Sect . 26{1). 

Dirt  in  Bottle  of  T.  T.  Pasteurised  Milk. 

At  Alfreton  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  7th  January,  a Dairy 
Company  pleaded  guilty  of  selling  a bottle  of  milk  containing  dirt. 
The  defendants  were  ordered  to  pay  4/-  costs  and  £5  5s.  Od.  advo- 
cate’s fee,  and  given  a conditional  discharge  for  twelve  months. 

Another  Dairy  Company  supplied  a dirty  bottle  containing  Pas- 
teurised milk  to  a Secondary  Modern  School  on  Monday,  21st 
September.  Legal  proceedings  were  taken  on  Wednesday,  18th 
November,  1959,  when  the  Company  were  fined  £5  plus  £3  3s.  Od. 
advocate’s  fee. 
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Meat  Inspection. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act , 1955. 

Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958. 

Model  Byelaws  for  Private  Slaughterhouses. 

The  Slaughterhouses  ( Hygiene ) Regulations,  1958. 
Slaughter  of  Animals  {Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

The  Slaughter  of  Pigs  {Ancesthesia)  Regulations,  1958. 

Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  1924-1952. 

Memo.  3 Meat,  Ministry  of  Food  Circular  5/48.  C.  Bovis. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1954. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture , Fisheries  and  Food 
Circular  FSH  2/57,  1 th  April,  1957. 

Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost  of  Meat  Inspection. 

Circular  FSH  4/59,  12th  February,  1959. 

Circular  FSH  1/60.  17th  February,  1960. 

This  important  service  was  fully  maintained  throughout  the  year 
and  100%  meat  inspection  carried  out.  This  was  no  mean  feat  when 
one  considers  that  my  Assistant  was  absent  on  sick  leave  for  a 
period  of  three  months  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 

It  did,  however,  emphasise  the  fact  that  additional  staff  was  an 
absolute  necessity  as  in  cases  of  sickness  or  holidays,  one  Inspector 
could  not  possibly  be  expected  to  carry  out  the  work  in  an  Urban 
District  of  this  size.  As  a result  of  this  experience,  I requested  the 
Council  to  consider  the  appointment  of  a further  additional  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  I am  pleased  to  record  that  my  request  was 
granted.  This  has  considerably  eased  the  situation.  I thank  the 
Council  for  their  consideration.  This  now  gives  your  Inspectorate 
two  week-ends  off  duty  out  of  three  except  of  course  when  holidays 
are  in  progress. 

As  a result  of  the  additional  work  in  dealing  with  “export”  meat, 
my  Council  received  the  following  grant  from  the  Ministry: 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  (including  bacon  factories)  : 

(a)  Private,  13  (b)  Public,  nil 

(a)  Number  of  officers  engaged  in  meat  inspection  : 

(i)  Whole-time,  nil  (ii)  part-time,  2 

(b)  Number  with  veterinary  qualification,  nil 

(c)  Number  holding  R.S.H.  Certificate  for  meat  and  other 

food,  2 


(d)  Number  with  other  qualifications,  nil 

Total  carcases  inspected 

Units  inspected 

Units 

(a)  Cattle 

(b)  Calves  ... 

(c)  Pigs 

(d)  Sheep  ... 

4,605 

105 

8,674 

8,467 

(No.  of  cattle  x 10) 
(No.  of  calves  x 3) 
(No.  of  pigs  x 3) 
(No.  of  sheep  x 2) 

46,050 

315 

26,022 

16,934 

T otal  . . . 

21851 

Total  ... 

89,321 

• • • 


Population  (as  at  June,  1958) 

Datum  figure  (population  x 1.5  per  cap.  figure) 

Export  figure  (item  6 minus  item  8) 

Cost  of  inspecting  export  meat 

(item  9x2  pence) 


23,190 

34,785 

54,536 

£ s.  d. 

454  9 4 


Amount  of  any  contributions  towards  cost  of  meat  inspec- 
tion received  from  private  firms,  nil 

Give  here  also  name  and  address  of  firms,  nil 

The  following  details  co-relate  with  those  given  last  year  to  en- 
able a comparison  to  be  made. 


Meat  inspection  out  of  normal  working  hours. 

It  will  be  quite  obvious  to  any  thinking  person,  after  perusing  the 
statistical  tables  given  below  that  every  effort  has  been  made  by  the 
department  to  carry  out  and  maintain  an  efficient  meat  inspection 
service 

Animals  Killed  and  Inspected 


Alfreton 

Beasts 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Total 

1 

2 

— 

396 

273 

671 

2 

192 

2 

715 

160 

1069 

3 

4 ... 
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14 

9 

74 

5 • • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Somercotes 

7 

— 

— 

142 

161 

303 

Leabrooks 

8 ... 

353 

1 

518 

992 

1864 

Riddings 

9 

— 

— 

■ ■ "■ 

— 

— 

10  * ... 

— 

— 

3- 

283 

286 

11 

19 

3 

15 

134 

171 

Swanwick 

12 

3546 

74 

7479 

9748 

20847 

13 

93 

1 

55 

265 

414 

14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

4256 

81 

9337 

12025 

25699 

The  following  number  of  animals  have  been  inspected  during  the 
period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1959. 

Beasts  ...  4256 

Calves  ...  81 

Pigs  ...  9337 

Sheep  ...  12025 

25699 
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During  this  period  the  total  weight  of  meat  and  oflal  condemned 
amounted  to  19  tons  2 cwts.  0 qrs.  14 J lbs.,  made  up  of  the  following 

Beasts  - Tuberculosis 

17  Carcases  and  all  offals 

2 Forequarters  and  all  offals 
10  Forequarters 
9 Sets  offals 
120  Heads 
205  Lungs 
39  Livers 
10  Skirts 

8 Spleens 
6 Hearts 

13  Stomachs 
24  Mesenterys 

9 Strippings 
Other  diseases 

1 Set  offals  - adhesions 

18  Sets  offals  - cysticercus  bovis 

2 Sets  offals  - pleurisy  and  peritonitis 
2 Carcases  and  ail  offals  - septicaemia 
2 Carcases  and  all  offals  - badly  bled 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - emaciation 

2 Carcases  and  all  offals  - septic  metritis 
1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - johne’s  disease 
1 Calf  carcase  and  all  offals  - blackleg 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - cysticercus  bovis  and  emaciation 

1 Part  carcase  meat  - fractures 

3 Portions  beef  - abscesses 

10  Portions  beef  - bruising 

2 Portions  beef  - split  aitches 
Trimming  - Bruising 

Heads 

2 Abscesses 

14  Cysticercus  bovis  (carcase  to  cold  store) 

Lungs 

10  Hydatid  Cysts 

3 Pleurisy 

1 Melanosis 

1 Congestion 
Livers 

131  Abscesses 
18  Hydatid  cysts 
34  Angioma 

2 Neoplasms 

3 Flukes 

2 Fatty  degeneration 
563  Cirrhosis 
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(Portions)  30  Cirrhosis 

l  Abscess  and  cirrhosis 
1 Cirrhosis  and  angioma 
1 Carcinoma 
1 Melanosis 
1 Infarcations 
Hearts 

5 Cysticercus  bovis  (carcases  to  cold  store) 

6 Pericarditis 
1 Abscess 

Udders 

21  Mastitis 
Spleens 

1 Hydatid  cysts 

2 Inflammations 
1 Abscess 

Strippings 

1 Abscess 
1 Pleurisy 
Stomachs 

1 Inflammation 

3 Abscesses 
Kidneys  and  Fat 

2 Abscesses 

1 Adhesions 
Skirts 

2 Abscesses 
Mesenterys 

1 Abscess 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis 
68  Heads 
51  Plucks 

Other  diseases 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - natural  causes 

2 Carcases  and  all  offals  - erysipelas 
1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - septicaemia 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - ill  bled 
11  Portions  carcase  meat  - bruising 

2 Portions  carcase  meat  - abscess 

4 Legs  pork  - fractures 

2 Legs  and  hams  pork  - bruising 

5 Flayings 

Livers 

3 Milk  spots 
37  Cirrhosis 

2 Atrophy 


56 


Plucks 

6 Pleurisy 
41  Cirrhosis 

2 Pleurisy  and  cirrhosis 
1 Ascaridae 
1 Abscess 
Kidneys 

1 Hydronephrosis 
Udders 

7 Strippings 
Heads 

1 Abscess 
Lungs 

2 Pneumonia 

Sheep 

Other  diseases 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - hydraemea 

2 Carcases  and  all  offals  - casualties 

1 Carcase  and  all  offals  - extensive  bruising 

5 Carcases  and  all  offals  - natural  death 
48  Carcases  and  all  offals  - emaciation 

1 Portion  carcase  meat  (part  shoulder)  - abscess 
1 Portion  carcase  meat  - bruising 
Livers 

28J  Strongyli 
4 i Cirrhosis  and  flukes 
9j  Cirrhosis 
(Portions)  5 Cirrhosis 
19  Flukes 
Plucks 

33  Strongyli 
1 Abscess 
39  Hydatid  cysts 

6 Flukes 

The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  above  are  asned  toi  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  17/55  dated  23rd  November,  1955. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Number  killed  ... 

Cattle , 
excluding 
Cows 

601 

Cows 

3655 

Calves 

81 

Sheet) 

and 

Lambs 

12025 

Pigs 

9337 

Number  inspected 

601 

3655 

81 

12025 

9337 

All  diseases  except  T.B.: 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

9 

1 

57 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

83 

702 

Nil 

150 

128 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

13-81% 

19-2% 

Nil 

P72% 

1-42% 
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Tuberculosis  only  : 


Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

17 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

18 

454 

Nil 

Nil 

119 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 

spected affected  with  T.B. 

2*99% 

12-42% 

Nil 

Nil 

1-27% 

No.  of  occasions  overtime  necessary  at  week-ends  during  the  year  1959. 


Saturday  afternoon 

Saturday  evening 

Sunday 

Occasions  Hours 

Occasions  Hours 

Occasions  Hours 

E.  Mercer 
( U npaid) 

...  20  141 

28 

22 

27  24j 

G.  T.  Hayes 
(Paid) 

...  18  9} 

22 

14 

22  211 

( Unpaid ) 

- — 

3 

2 

4 2i 

Week-end  overtime 

Other  time  worked, 

Total 

worked , hours 

hours 

hours 

E.  Mercer 
( Unpaid ) 

61 

33 

94 

G.  T.  Hayes 
(Paid) 

. . . 44f 

6 

501 

( Unpaid ) 

4i 

CO|tH 

00 

oo 

331 

178 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 

The  incidence  of  Cysticercosis  remains  about  the  same.  20  Cases 
were  detected  in  1959  and  the  cold  storage  facilities  used  were 
Chesterfield,  Sheffield  or  Derby.  It  is  our  custom  to  inspect  the 
certificate  issued  by  the  Manager  of  the  receiving  Cold  Storage 
Depot  and  record  the  date  and  the  number  of  the  same.  The 
majority  of  the  carcases  affected  were  heifers  having  only  erupted 
two  teeth. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933  - 1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ( Prevention  of  Cruelty) 

Regulations,  1954. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  {Pigs)  Act,  1954. 

C.M.A.  243  Minimum  Standards  of  Construction. 

Lay-out  and  equipment  of  Slaughterhouses  in  England  and 

Wales  Act,  1957. 

Circular  No.  45/57,  29th  August,  1957.  Improvement  Grants 

40  licences  have  been  issued  to  slaughtermen  in  this  district.  All 
trainees  are  tested  in  their  skill  in  the  use  of  a mechanically-operated 
instrument  before  a licence  is  issued  to  them.  In  addition  to  Captive 
Bolts,  there  are  two  electric  lethal  instruments  in  use,  at  the  premises 
of  Fatstock  Marketing  Corporation,  Swanwick  and  Mr.  O*  P.  Taylor, 
Leabrooks. 
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Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958 

Slaughterhouse  Survey. 

During  the  month  of  December,  a thorough  and  detailed  survey 
was  made  of  every  slaughterhouse  in  the  district,  in  accoiciance  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

The  information  will  be  collated  and  site  plans  and  detailed  draw- 
ings of  Slaughterhouses  prepared  for  submission  to  Council  and 
Town  Planning.  The  Slaughterhouse  report  will  then  be  prepared 
for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

Meat  Transport 

The  wholesaling  of  meat  is  carried  on  by  the  Fatstock  Markeiing 
Corporation,  and  the  most  up-to-date  vehicles  are  used  for  this  pur- 
pose. Meat  is  similarly  transported  to  some  butchers  in  this  district 
from  wholesale  premises  in  the  adjoining  rural  district  and  from 
Chesterfield  Abattoir. 

Condemned  Meat 

Circular  MF  21  / 53,  2nd  December , 1953. 

Circular  MF  10/54 , 29th  June , 1954. 

The  above  circulars  impress  upon  local  authorities  the  importance 
of  ensuring  the  safe  disposal  of  condemned  meat  (which  incidentally 
emphasises  the  importance  of  meat  inspection  itself).  We  have 
continued  our  policy  of  enabling  the  individual  butcher  to  recover 
some  of  his  loss  by  disposing  of  his  condemned  meat  to  either  the 
Mansfield  Hide  and  Skin  Co.  Ltd.,  Messrs.  Bitterlings  of  Nottingham, 
Messrs.  Churchmans  of  Mansfield  Woodhouse  or  Barlows  of  Denby. 
Our  system  is  to  slash  and  stain  with  acid  green  stain,  all  carcase 
meat  and  offals.  We  are  thus  assured  of  satisfactory  disposal  of  all 
such  meat,  and  no  possibility  of  it  being  used  for  human  consumption. 

Knackers’  Yards. 

Cat  and  Dog  Meat  Shops. 

There  are  no  knackers’  yards  in  the  area,  but  there  are  two  in 
the  adjoining  rural  district,  one  of  which  is  delivering  cat  and  dog 
meat  to  an  establishment  in  this  area.  These  premises  are  kept 
under  constant  supervision  to  ensure  that  all  meat  sold  has  been 
previously  treated  with  naphthalene  green  to  minimise  the  risk  of 
the  diseased  meat  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 

The  Shops  Act,  1912  34-36  50. 

The  Shops  Regulations , 1 91 2-1 3-37 -39 . 

The  Young  Persons  ( Employment ) Act  and  Order , 1938. 

As  Officer  appointed  under  the  Shops  Act,  I have  to  report  that 
steady  progress  has  been  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  con- 
dition under  which  shop  assistants  and  others  work  in  this  area,  in 
my  opinion,  bears  favourable  comparison  with  any  other  area  in  the 
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country.  Attention  is  given  to  the  various  matters  affecting  the  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  the  assistants,  including  seats  for  females,  rest 
rooms  if  possible,  sanitary  conveniences,  washing  facilities,  heating, 
lighting,  ventilation  and  general  cleanliness  of  premises.  Food  shops 
in  particular  are  frequently  visited. 

During  the  year  a total  of  502  visits  have  been  made  to  shop 
premises.  Warnings  have  been  given  with  regard  to  selling  after 
hours,  and  of  being  open  on  the  regular  early  closing  day  for  the 
sale  of  articles  other  than  those  prescribed. 

The  following  details  have  been  extracted  from  the  register  of 
shops : 


Canteens 
and  Cafes 

Food 

Shops 

Other 

Premises 

Total 

Alfreton 

...  20 

90 

127 

23  7 

Somercotes  ... 

6 

70 

49 

125 

Lea  brooks  ... 

— 

13 

15 

28 

Riddings 

5 

32 

24 

61 

Swanwick 

4 

22 

14 

40 

Pye  Bridge  ... 

1 

4 

4 

9 

Ironville  and  Codnor  Park  2 

12 

9 

23 

Golden  Valley 

— 

3 

— 

3 

38 

246 

242 

526 

The  Public  Cleansing  Service. 

The  financial  details  relating  to  this  service  cover  for  the  year 
ending  3 1st  March,  1960.  The  figures  have  been  checked  against 
the  books  kept  by  the  Council’s  Financial  Officer.  Every  possible 
economy  has  been  effected  consistent  with  the  maintenance  of  an 
efficient  service. 

Staff. 


The  staff  of  the  public  cleansing  department  is  as  follows  :- 


Refuse  collection 

3 Motor  drivers 

(no  spare  at  the  moment) 
9 Loaders 

4 Wheelers  out 
4 Bin  Lads 

Refuse  disposal 

1 Driver  - muledozer 

2 Men,  tip  face 
Nightsoil  collection  and 

disposal 
1 Driver 

3 Loaders 


Depot 

1  Working  foreman 

1 Man  part  time 
Salvage 

2 Men  baling  paper  and  textiles 

Rats  and  Mice  destruction 
1 Man  part-time 
Spare 

3 Men  (house  refuse  collection, 
salvage,  rodent  control) 
(holidays  and  sickness) 
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As  in  the  previous  year,  in  spite  of  difficulties  occasioned  by  the 
sickness  scheme,  avoidable  and  unavoidable  absenteeism,  we  man- 
aged to  maintain  the  service.  People  in  this  district  have  become 
accustomed  to  the  regular  weekly  service  at  as  near  as  possible 
the  same  time  every  week.  This  objective  is  desirable  from  every 
point  of  view.  It  avoids  nuisances  and  complaints,  and  the  possibi 
lity  of  finding  gates,  etc.,  locked  against  us,  particularly  where 
dangerous  dogs  are  concerned. 

We  are  still  experiencing  difficulty  in  retaining  the  services  of 
our  best  workmen. 

The  number  of  hours  lost  owing  to  sickness  and  other  absentee- 
ism is  a matter  of  grave  concern  to  my  Council  and  for  information 
the  figures  are  quoted  below  : 


Total  hours  lost 

Total  hours  lost 

1953 

7,958 

1957 

8,407 

1954 

7,083 

1958 

8,853 

1955 

1956 

9,862 

5,985 

1959 

9,132 

Protective  Clothing.  As  in  the  previous  year  all  workmen  have 
been  provided  with  two  suits  of  overalls  and  one  pair  of  protective 
gloves.  Reinforced  gloves  are  provided  for  handling  baled  destructor 
scrap,  etc. 


Buildings  and  Plant. 

Extensions  to  the  Paper  Baling  Shed  have  now  been  completed, 
providing  accommodation  for  three  S.  & D.  Refuse  Collectors.  In 
addition,  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  the  storage  of  special 
grades  of  waste,  i e.,  Newsprint,  Fibreboard,  etc.  This  will  enable 
us  to  take  advantage  of  the  higher  price  range  for  the  better  grades 
of  salvage  waste  paper,  etc. 

We  are  now  proceeding  with  the  provision  of  amenities  for  the 
outdoor  staff,  slipper  baths,  locker  room,  etc. 

Garages.  We  have  one  large  garage  (containing  an  inspection 
pit)  for  one  S.  & D.  Fore  and  Aft  Refuse  Collector,  and  one  side- 
loading Dennis  Refuse  Collector.  On  each  side  we  have  a smaller 
building  each  capable  of  accommodating  one  side-loading  vehicle, 
but  one  is  in  fact  used  for  garaging  the  Muledozer  by  night  and,  by 
day,  as  a workshop  for  the  stripping,  sorting  and  grading  of  non- 
ferrous  metals  prior  to  sale.  The  other  building  is  used  as  a store 
for  special  grades  of  paper  until  the  minimum  permitted  quantity 
has  been  received  under  the  terms  of  the  contract  with  Thames 
Board  Mills. 

Stores.  One  large  ex-army  hut  is  used  as  a store  for  depot  stores 
and  materials,  also  as  a storage  space  for  replacement  dustbins  for 
Council  houses,  and  those  for  purchase  by  private  owners  who  care 
to  purchase  them  from  the  Council. 
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Canteen.  One  large  ex-army  hut  has  been  provided  for  the  use 
of  the  outdoor  staff,  in  which  they  can  have  their  mid-day  meal  in 
comfort. 

House,  Trade  Refuse  and  Nightsoil. 

The  regular  service  was  maintained,  house  refuse  being  collected 
from  all  premises  in  the  area  once  per  week  ; trade  refuse  and  salvage 
twice  per  week.  Closet  pails  were  emptied  at  least  once  per  week, 
except  in  cases  of  overcrowded  premises  where  pails  are  emptied 
twice  weekly.  Cesspools  have  been  emptied  free  of  charge  twice 
per  year  and,  where  necessary,  additional  clearances  have  been 
charged  for.  The  revenue  from  these  sources  can  be  ascertained  on 
reference  to  the  costing  report  on  services. 

The  Dennis  Cesspool  Emptier  with  nightsoil  attachment  has  been 
in  continuous  service  since  March,  1946,  thanks  to  a conscientious 
driver  who,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Foreman,  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith, 
has  seen  to  it  that  the  spares  for  all  wearing  parts  have  been  avail- 
able and  have  been  fitted  when  required.  By  this  means,  we  have 
been  able  to  provide  an  uninterrupted  service  over  the  years.  The 
machine  has  had  its  regular  servicing  and  greasing,  but  it  became 
evident  that  a replacement  was  necessary,  The  Council  agreed  that 
a new  S.  & D.  1,100  gallon  Cesspool  Emptier  with  nightsoil  attach- 
ment be  placed  on  order  and  it  was  received  and  put  into  service  in 
October.  The  increased  capacity  will  afford  a considerable  saving 
of  time  in  servicing  cesspools  and  in  the  collection  of  nightsoil.  The 
machine  is  fitted  with  facilities  for  washing  for  the  nightsoil  men,  an 
innovation  which  has  been  appreciated  by  the  staff  who  have  to  carry 
out  these  onerous  duties. 

Disposal  of  House  Refuse. 

Composting 

At  the  request  of  several  Councillors  who  happened  to  be  enthusi- 
astic gardeners,  I managed  to  resume  my  composting  activities  on 
the  depot  at  Leabrooks.  I was  successful  in  obtaining  straw  at  a 
very  reasonable  price.  I avoided  labour  costs  on  this  project  to  keep 
the  price  down.  In  spite  of  this,  having  regard  to  administrative 
charges,  the  selling  price  had  to  be  fixed  at  7s.  6d.  per  bin.  The 
price  is  considered  to  be  excessive  by  would-be  purchasers  and  in 
consequence  there  has  been  a slump  on  the  compost  market. 

I hope  the  position  will  improve,  to  enable  me  to  break  even  in 
my  costings.  The  Surveyor  obliged  me  by  delivering  the  material, 
which  was  deposited  on  to  the  sites  as  directed  by  the  purchasers. 

Reclamation  of  Raw  Materials. 

Reference  to  the  Costing  Report  on  services  will  show  the  com- 
parison in  receipts  from  salvage  in  the  year  ending  March,  1960, 
with  previous  years. 
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£ 

s. 

d. 

1953 

474 

tons  at  6 

12 

1 

per  ton 

1954 

553 

)> 

5 

11 

6 

a 

1955 

550 

» > 

6 

3 

5 

a 

1956 

594 

>> 

6 

17 

4 

a 

1957 

545 

a 

7 

11 

2 

a 

1958 

450 

a 

7 

10 

11 

a 

1959 

351 

) j 

8 

6 

5 

a 

1960 

388 

7 

2 

7 

a 

We  hope  to  continue  our  salvage  effort  however,  as  it  is  realised 
that  there  are  other  factors  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  apart  from 
the  monetary  gain  from  salvage  recovery. 


House  Refuse  Collection 

Tons 

Dennis  6 removed  2032 

S.  &D.  (1)  „ 4772 

S.  & D.  (2)  4346 


£ s.  d. 
799  4 3 

1330  10  7 

1297  13  3 


Based  on  Test  Weighing  11150  i/3427  8 1 

The  Wages  of  the  loaders  (excluding  on  costs)  i/6,674  9s.  6.  to- 
gether with  3,427  8s.  1.  costs  of  motors  gives  a figure  of  18/lid. 
per  ton  compared  with  16/2id.  in  1958/9. 

Wages  included  on  costs  were  loaders  i/7,915  8s.  8d.  together 
with  i/3,427  8s.  Id.  costs  of  motors,  giving  a figure  of  20/4d.  per 
ton. 

Trade  Refuse. 

The  income  from  42  business  premises  for  the  collection  of  trade 
refuse  not  having  any  salvage  value,  and  including  various  firms  who 
deposit  refuse  on  the  tip  at  a charge  of  !/•  per  load  or  ton,  was 
i/227  2s.  5d.  Messrs.  Diversey  (U .K.)  Ltd.  have  deposited  1 3i  tons 
of  straw  at  ljd.  per  cwt.,  i.e.,  £ 1 13s.  9d. 

Trade  Refuse  Collection. 

Expenditure  £ s.  d. 

Loaders’  wages  ...  11  1 0 

Hire  of  lorries  ...  8 14  10 


Income  : 

Trade  refuse 


£ s.  d. 

19  15  10 

227  2 5 


1958:  i/188  10s.  8d.  Cr.  ...  £207  6 7 Cr. 

130  Tons  of  trade  refuse  were  collected  and  1,313  tons  of  trade 
refuse  were  deposited  at  Leabrcoks  Tip  ; the  income  being  in  excess 
of  expenditure. 
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Salvage  Account. 


Expenditure  : 
Lorry  hire 


£ s.  d. 
200  1 0 


Wages 

• • • 

• • • 

..  2,047 

18  7 

Baling 

wire 

• • • 

69 

0 0 

Repairs  to  presses 

• • • 

4 

19  11 

Sundries  ... 

• • • 

7 

5 6 

1958:  £"2,429  14s. 

5d. 

£"2,329 

5 0 

Income  : 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Mixed  waste  paper 

• • • 

160 

19 

2 

0 

1,204 

3 

7 

Fibreboard 

... 

44 

11 

3 

0 

423 

11 

8 

Newspaper 

• • • 

49 

11 

2 

0 

425 

11 

0 

Baled  destructor  scrap 

• • • 

102 

18 

2 

0 

592 

9 

3 

Ferrous  metals 

• • • 

5 

7 

0 

0 

36 

19 

9 

Light 

scrap  iron 

... 

12 

9 

2 

0 

71 

18 

7 

Galvanised  scrap  iron 

... 

12 

5 

2 

0 

12 

5 

6 

388 

3 

1 

0 £"2,766 

19 

4 

Tons,  Cxvts. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Tons 

Cwts. 

£ 

s.  d. 

1933 

0 0 

15 

2 

11 

1947 

519 

16* 

2,352 

15  5 

1934 

0 0 

109 

5 

9 

1948 

544 

10 

2,477 

8 6 

1935 

0 0 

140 

11 

6 

1949 

557 

19* 

2,247 

13  7 

1936 

0 0 

329 

10 

0 

1950 

553 

14* 

2,489 

1 5 

1937 

) 0 

562 

14 

6 

1951 

706 

11 

5,674 

7 10 

1938 

0 0 

340 

6 

6 

1952 

474 

3 

3,131 

13  8 

1939 

0 0 

355 

17 

2 

1953 

552 

13 

3,083 

10  11 

1940 

356  1 

1,168 

8 

0 

1954 

550 

5 

3,394 

10  8 

1941 

426  7 

1,348 

6 

O 

td 

1 955 

594 

0 

4,079 

0 10 

1942 

692  8 

2,672 

12 

3 

1956 

545 

7 

4,119 

17  3 

1943 

548  9f 

2,073 

10 

8 

1957 

449 

11 

3,396 

18  4 

1944 

588  13| 

2,097 

17 

5 

1958 

350 

17 

2,922 

8 2 

1945 

525  8 

1,806 

13 

6 

1959 

388 

3 

2,766 

19  4 

1946  454 


15 


1,788  12  2 


Total  10,379  tons,  13  cwts. 


£56,945  14s.  5d. 


Efficiency  Statistics. 

Collection  of  house  and  trade  refuse. 
{Including  salvage  collected  separately) . 

( As  supplied  to  the  Ministry  for  inclusion  in  the  Annual 

Costing  Return). 


Number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  collected 
Number  of  dustbins  emptied  weekly  per  annum  ... 
Estimated  tonnage  (refuse  is  check-weighed  the  first 
week  in  January  and  the  first  week  in  July) 

' Number  of  collectors 

Weight  of  refuse  collected  per  man  hour  per  day 
(365  days  per  annum)  ... 


8,198 

8,470 

11,538 

16 

0*9  cwts. 


64 


Number  of  bins  emptied  per  man  hour  ...  12*0 

"'Number  of  premises  cleared  per  man  hour  ...  11*6 

Unit  costs  : 

Gross  expenditure  per  ton  ...  ...  19/10 

Net  cost  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  20/7 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  £505 

Net  cost  per  1 ,000  houses  or  premises  from  which 

refuse  is  collected  ...  £ 1,448 

Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  ...  ...  11,538 

Weight  (in  cwts.)  per  1,000  population  per  day 

(365  days  per  annum)  ...  ...  26'90 


Excluding  driver  who  does  not  load. 


House  Refuse  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Wages  on  tip 
Lorry  hire 
Muledozer 
Sundries 

1958:  ^2,438  14s.  4d. 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 
1,598  5 4 

14  5 3 

767  17  11 
29  2 11 

2,409  11  5 


11,280  Tons  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  at  4/3jd.  per  ton  as  com- 
pared with  3/11  id.  per  ton  in  1958. 


Nightsoil  Collection  and  Disposal  Account. 


Expenditure 

Loaders’  wages  ... 
Lorry  hire 
Sundries 

Income 

Emptying  cesspools 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 
. . . 1 , 1 44  4 6 

...  1,472  14  3 

24  13  6 

2,641  12  3 

• • • ...  74  9 0 


1958:  i/2,468  10s.  2d.  £2,567  3 3 

4,588  Tons  of  nightsoil  were  collected  at  a cost  of  1 l/2}d.  per  ton 
compared  with  ll/6|d.  per  ton  in  1958. 


Combined  Costing. 

Collection  of  wet  and  dry  refuse : 

Tons 

House  refuse  11,150 

Nightsoil  4,588 

Trade  Refuse  130 


£ s.  d. 
10,101  17  7 
2,567  3 3 

207  6 7 Cr. 


15,868  12,461  14  3 

This  gives  a figure  of  1 5/8jd.  per  ton  as  compared  with  15/ld 
ton  in  1958. 


per 
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Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  Order. 


Expenditure 

Wages 
Rat  Bait  ... 

I ncome 

Business  premises 


£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

148  8 11 

36  14  0 

185  2 11 

22  11  8 


162  11  3 

Actual  Expenditure  ...  ...  162  11  3 

1958:  £*63  4s.  3d. 

The  increase  is  due  to  Block  Grant,  now  Rate  Deficiency  Grant. 


Sickness  Return  for  the  Year,  1959. 


Sick 

U npaid 

Other 

Pay 

Sickness 

time  lost 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  men  involved  ...  27 

11 

26 

64 

(actual  35) 

0 

t—i  • 

Hours  lost  ...  ...  5,186 

2,788 

9761 

8,9501 

3. 

Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5)  ...  6-47 

3-48 

1-21 

1M7 

4. 

Total  number  of  men  employed 

• • • 

• • • 

35 

5. 

Possible  working  hours 

» • • 

... 

80,080 

6. 

Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons  to  total  staff : 

(a)  commencement  of  period 

• • • 

• • • 

8-57 

(b)  end  of  period 

• • • 

• • • 

8-57 

7. 

Number  in  (1)  absent  through  illness 

• • • 

• • • 

31 

accident 

• • • 

• • • 

4 

Health  Education  - Environmental  Hygiene. 

No  opportunity  is  missed  to  speak  to  organisations  in  the  District 
on  the  subject  of  Environmental  Health.  In  December,  I had  the 
pleasure  of  addressing  the  Social  Service  Committee  of  the  Towns- 
women’s Guild  on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Staffing  of  the  Department. 

Early  in  the  year,  I had  to  report  as  follows  to  the  Council  ; ‘As 
requested  by  the  Committee,  I have  to  give  the  details  which  have 
led  me  to  request  the  Committee  to  consider  the  general  situation 
regarding  the  technical  staffing  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Meat  Inspection  has,  of  course,  placed  a very  great  strain  on  your 
Inspectorate  during  the  past  four  and  a half  years,  and  as  I have 
been  at  pains  to  keep  you  well  informed  by  monthly  and  annual 
reports,  I am  merely  going  to  re-quote  as  follows : 
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Animals 

killed 

Carcases 

inspected 

Weight 
condemned 
Tons  Cwts. 

Staff 

Overtime 

Ministry  Grant  to 
Council  for  Export 
Meat  Inspected 

1939 

6,926 

4,547 

11 

2 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

1954 

7,779 

7,779 

8 

6 

2 

359  hrs. 

Nil 

1955 

16,290 

16,199 

13 

18 

2 

379  hrs. 

Nil 

1956 

20,834 

‘20,834 

10 

17 

2 

370  hrs. 

£368  12s.  4 d. 

1957 

22,285 

22,285 

12 

0 

2 

333  his. 

£425  Is.  Id. 

1958 

21,811 

21,811 

Another 

instalment  is  due 

in  April,  1959 

Note. — Overtime  worked  attending  Committees  and  Council 
Meetings  not  included  ; approximately  an  additional  10  hours  per 
month. 


The  decrease  in  the  “Kill”  for  1958  is  due  to  trade  recession  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year. 


From  these  figures,  it  will  be  noted  your  Inspectors  have  made 
superhuman  efforts  to  maintain  the  standard  of  100%  Meat  Inspection, 
but  working  regularly  for  a fortnight  without  a break  puts  an  undue 
strain  on  our  nerves  and  undermines  general  health.  This  I am 
afraid  is  the  stage  at  which  we  have  arrived.  I am  now  appealing 
to  the  Council  to  ease  our  burden,  and  make  it  possible  for  us  to 
enjoy  the  same  working  conditions  that  other  Council  Officials  and 
workmen  enjoy. 

May  I point  out  that  local  staffs  compare  as  follows : 


Average  Kill 


Blackwell  R.D.C. 

Heanor  24,030 

Swadlincote  19,780 

Ripley  18,040 

Alfreton  23,680 


5 Inspectors  46,157 
3 „ 2,196 

2 „ 4,277 

2 „ 1,293 

2 „ 22,000 


43,300  Population 

n 


Owing  to  the  pressure  of  work,  it  is  impossible  to  take  time  off  in 
lieu  of  overtime  and  I never  get  in  all  my  annual  leave.  The 
amount  of  overtime  worked  is  equivalent  to  our  annual  leave. 


There  is  full  time  employment  for  one  man  on  Meat  Inspection 
alone.  Many  of  the  duties  have  not  had  enough  time  devoted  to 
them  owing  to  the  increase  in  Meat  Inspection. 

I ask  the  Committee  to  consider  this  matter  carefully,  and  make 
life  at  least  tolerable  for  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  - 
To  quote  an  Editorial  Comment  in  the  Sanitarian,  May,  1957  re- 
Circular  FSH  2/57  - 


“Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost  of  Meat  Inspection. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  bisheries  and  Food  have  now  issued 
details  of  the  scheme  for  making  Exchequer  Grants  towards  the  cost 
of  Meat  Inspection.  This  is  a provisional  arrangement  which  in 
due  course  wdl  be  subject  to  review,  but  in  the  meantime,  it  should 
encourage  Local  Authorities  to  appoint  adequate  staffs  to  perform 
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Meat  Inspection,  and  to  give  some  relief  to  the  more  hard-pressed 
of  our  colleagues.” 

I think  I have  given  sufficient  information  to  inspire  discussion, 
and  in  the  event  of  comparisons  being  made  with  other  Authorities, 
I hope  that  the  character  of  the  districts  as  well  as  the  number  of 
slaughterhouses,  etc.,  will  be  taken  into  consideration,  and  not  pop- 
ulation alone. 

My  assistant  resumed  his  duties  late  in  the  month  of  May  after  a 
major  operation.  I wish  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  the  Council 
for  agreeing  to  the  appointment  of  a Second  Additional  Inspector. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector. 

I am  pleased  to  report  the  excellent  progress  being  made  by  Mr. 
Graham  Bunting,  the  Junior  Clerk  engaged  to  replace  Miss  D. 
Randle  in  1958.  The  Council  agreed  to  permit  Mr.  Bunting  to 
attend  a full  day  class  of  instruction  on  Fridays  during  the  session 
commencing  September,  1959  at  Sheffield  University  for  Public 
Health  Inspectors. 

I would  like  to  conclude  my  report  with  an  expression  of  thanks 
to  our  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  cordial  co-operation  with  us 
during  the  year. 

I record  my  thanks  to  Miss  M.  Boston,  my  clerk  and  shorthand 
typist;  Mr.  G.  Bunting,  general  clerk  (a  very  promising  pupil 
Public  Health  Inspector);  to  my  assistants,  Mr.  G.  T.  Hayes  and 
Mr.  B.  Wells  (who  joined  the  staff  in  August);  to  the  Cleansing 
Department  Foreman  Mr.  T.  A.  Smith  ; and  all  outdoor  staff  for 
loyal  service,  and  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  their  helpful 
co-operation. 

Finally,  to  my  Chairman  of  Committee,  Councillor  M.  Hewitt, 
and  all  members  of  the  Council,  for  their  confidence  and  support. 

E.  MERCER. 
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Surveyor’s  Reports. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Alf reton  Urban  District  Council. 


I append  herewith  a summarised  report  compiled  in  accord- 
ance with  Circular  2/50  dated  25th  January,  1950. 

It  will  be  appreciated  that  whilst  only  certain  information 
relating  to  Public  Health  matters  is  required,  additional  inform- 
ation of  a brief  character  is  appended  for  the  information  of 
the  Council. 

Water  Supply. 


The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  year 
March,  1960. 

Supplied  by  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board 
Pumped  at  Lea  Hall  Borehole 
Pumped  at  Lindway  Borehole 
Pumped  at  South  Wingfield  Colliery 
Supplied  from  impounding  reservoirs 


ending  31st 

Gallons 

72d  2,557,000 

88.073.000 

33.785.000 


43,507,000 


377,922,000 

The  following  figures  supplied,  by  meter  for  trade  purposes, 
relate  to  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1960,  and  the  calculations 
below  are  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  population  supp- 
lied by  the  Council  was  21,428 

Gallons  per  head 
per  day 

For  domestic  and  public  purposes  ...  32-262 

For  trade  purposes  ...  ...  ...  14*576 

As  compensation  etc.  ...  ...  L482 

48-320 

Water  Sampling. 

From  Lindway  Sources  : Bacteriological. 

Treated  water,  of  16  samples  taken,  all  16  were  satisfactory. 
Untreated  water,  of  4 samples  taken  all  4 were  unsatisfactory. 
Chemical. 

Of  2 samples  taken  of  untreated  water  from  the  Lea  and 
Lindway  Sources,  both  were  satisfactory. 

Fluoride  Content. 

Of  3 samples  taken,  2 from  Lind  way  contained  0*10  p.p.m. 
One  from  Derwent  Valley  contained  0'05  p.p.m. 

Waste  of  Water  Notices  - Public  Health  Act  1875. 

Five  notices  have  been  sent  to  owners  of  property  to  repair 
defects  causing  wastage  of  water. 
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289  taps  have  had  new  washers  fitted  free  of  charge  by  the 
Water  Inspector,  in  order  to  conserve  water  supply. 

Water  Abstraction  Regulations , 1947.  Under  Section  6 of  the 
Water  Act , 1945. 

A daily  record  has  been  kept  of  the  water  pumped  from  the 
Lea  Borehole  and  Lindway  Borehole  and  water  analyses  taken, 
and  returns  sent  to  the  Director  of  the  Geological  Survey  and 
Museum  in  accordance  with  the  above  regulations. 

Burst  Water  Mains. 

During  the  year  92  burst  mains  and  leaking  joints  occurred 
on  water  mains  in  the  Alfreton  Urban  District.  Claims  were 
made  on  the  National  Coal  Board  for  47  of  these  and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  responsibility  for  30  has  been  accepted. 


Summary. 

Codnor 
Park  and 

Other 

Somer- 

Pye 

Golden 

Swan- 

Lca- 

Dis- 

Bursts  and 

Alfreton 

cotes 

Riddings 

Bridge 

Valley 

wick 

brcoks 

tricts  Totals 

leaking  joints 
Services,  bursts 

47 

11 

7 

8 

10 

0 

2 

2 

92 

and  leaks 

6 

5 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

2 

20 

Services  blown 

out 

3 

2 

1 

— 

1 



1 

— 

8 

Valves  repaired 

3 

— 

1 

— 





1 

— 

5 

H yd  rants,  new 
Hydrant,  con- 

3 



» 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

versions 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Hydrant  repairs 
Stop  taps 

5 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

repaired 

18 

7 

4 

— 

— 

6 

2 



37 

New  2"  services 

4 

2 

17 

1 

— 

9 

— 

— 

33 

New  f"  services 

5 

5 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

14 

New  meters 

15 

1 

9 

Amt 

— 

— 



1 

7 

19 

Meters  changed 

21 

14 

4 

— 

2 

10 

1 

59 

Mains  Extensions. 


Duimg  the  year  the  following  mains  extensions  have  been 
laid  : 

(1)  Windmill  Estate,  Riddings  - 249  yards  lineal  of  4"  iron  pipe 

and  370  yards  lineal  of  3"  iron  pipe  in  November  1959 

(2)  Industrial  Estate,  Alfreton  - 203  yards  lineal  of  3"’ iron  pipe 

in  March,  1959. 


Derwent  Valley  Water  Supply. 

, During  the  year  the  Derwent  Valley  Water  Board  turned  off 
their  supply  at  Codnor  on  two  occasions  from  two  to  three  days 
for  the  purpose  of  repairing  their  trunk  main.  On  each  of  these 
occasions  there  was  no  difficulty  in  supplying  the  whole  district 
from  other  sources 
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Housing. 

During  the  year  there  were  34  two  bedroom  houses  and  4 two 
bedroom  bungalows  completed  and  at  the  end  of  December 
8 two  bedroom  houses  under  construction.  The  Council’s 
policy  was  to  postpone  building  operations  for  general  need 
cases  for  a period,  having  regard  to  the  very  high  bank  rate  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  subsidy  was  cancelled  on  houses 
for  general  need.  Those  built  were  for  slum  clearance  only. 

There  were  41  houses  built  by  private  enterprise  and  the 
number  of  houses  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
1959,  was  18. 


Housing  Programme  Summary  at  31st  December,  1959. 


(a)  Pre-war  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  456 

Providence  Place, Alfreton(existing  houses  purchased 

in  1957)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Catherine  Street,  Alfreton  (existing  houses  purchased 

in  1957)  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Alfred  Street,  Riddings  (existing  houses  purchased 

in  1957)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

(b)  Post-war  houses 

Pease  Close  Estate  :- 

Two-bedroom  bungalows  ...  14 

One-bedroom  bungalows  ...  8 

Three  bedrooms  ...  ...  88 

Two  bedrooms  ...  ...  112 

Gregory  Flats  ...  ...  40 

Firs  Estate  ...  ...  ...  124 

Firs  Estate  Extension  - two  bedrooms  110 

Firs  Estate  Extension  - three  bedrooms  12 
Firs  Estate  Extension  - bungalows...  4 

Limes  Avenue  - three  bedrooms  ...  32 

Limes  Avenue  - two  bedrooms  ...  98 

Limes  Avenue  - bungalows  ...  8 

Colin  Street  - bungalows  ...  14 

Colin  Street  - two  bedrooms  ...  10 

Rodger’s  Lane  ...  ...  ...  8 

Swan  wick  ...  •••  •••  42 

Birch  wood  Lane,  Somercotes  ...  4 

Ironville  ...  ...  •••  4 

Cottage  Farm,  Somercotes :- 

blouses  - three  bedrooms  182 

Houses  - two  bedrooms  104 

Bungalows  - two  bedrooms  8 

Bungalows  - one  bedroom  10 
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. 

254 

Park  Side  - Houses  - two  bedrooms  .. 

24 

Windmill  Estate 

12 

South  Spire  Site  - Houses  - 

three  bedrooms 

12 

Houses  - two  bedrooms  ... 

34 

Bungalows  - two  bedrooms 

8 

Flats  - Firs  House 

2 

Aluminium  Bungalows  ... 

20 

1093 

1572 

Loans  and  Improvement  Grants. 

The  Council  have  encouraged  people  to  purchase  their  own 
houses  and  have  advanced  38  loans  for  this  purpose  during  the 
year.  There  have  also  been  37  grants  on  improvements  of  prop- 
erties in  this  District,  of  which  30  were  Discretionary  Grants 
and  7 Standard  Grants. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

New  Sewage  Scheme. 

A start  has  been  made  on  the  construction  of  the  first  section 
of  the  new  scheme  on  the  1st  April,  1960.  A ceremony  was  held 
at  the  Pye  Bridge  Works  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
Councillor  Mrs.  N.  L.  Bramley,  lifted  the  first  turf.  The  Coun- 
cil are  to  be  congratulated  for  going  ahead  with  this  much 
needed  scheme.  This  will  allow  the  majority  of  the  1 ,200  houses 
not  yet  connected  to  sewers  to  have  w.c.’s  installed  within  the 
next  six  years  and  should  effect  a great  improvement  to  the 
general  health  of  this  District. 

Maintenance. 

Windmill  Estate , Riddings. 

107  yds.  lin.  9"  concrete  foul  water  sewer  \ June, 

107  yds.  lin.  9"  concrete  surface  water  sewer  J 1959 

Industrial  Estate , Alfreton. 

252  yds.  lin.  6"  glazed  stoneware  foul  water  sewer  \ April, 

67  yds.  lin.  9"  concrete  surface  water  sewer  j 1959 

The  position  regarding  the  serious  overloading  of  sewers  and 
sewage  disposal  works  remains  the  same.  1 here  have  been  ad- 
verse reports  on  effluents  from  some  sewage  works. 

Highways. 

Road  works  and  maintenance  have  been  carried  out  on  many 
roads  in  the  area.  An  effort  has  been  made  to  effect  an  improve- 
ment in  the  condition  of  the  footpaths,  and  large  lengths  of  re- 
paving and  new  kerbs  have  been  re-laid. 
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Street  Scavenging  ami  Gulley  Emptying. 

There  are  25  miles  of  roads  in  the  Alf reton  Urban  District 
and  these  are  swept  regularly  by  2 mechanical  street  sweepers. 
There  is  a small  amount  of  hand  sweeping  of  footpaths,  etc. 
The  1,280  gulleys  in  the  Urban  District  are  cleansed  between 
five  and  six  times  per  annum,  and  are  properly  disinfected  at 
each  cleansing  and  the  water  seal  made  good.  The  gulley  emp- 
tier when  not  employed  on  emptying  gulleys  is  used  to  flush 
out  manholes  and  sewers  in  the  district  which  tend  to  silt  up 
and  which  have  been  affected  by  subsidence. 

Openings  in  Public  Highways. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  312  statutory  undertakers 
applications  for  permission  to  break  up  public  highways.  Con- 
sequent reinstatements  in  all  these  cases  have  been  carried  out 
by  the  Council  and  charges  made  to  the  respective  applicants. 

Private  Street  Works. 

Specifications,  Quantities,  and  Provisional  Apportionments 
for  the  making  up  of  Brenden  Avenue,  Somercotes,  were  pre- 
pared during  1959.  Work  was  commenced  in  March,  1960. 

Cemeteries. 

Interments  during  the  year  1959  : 

Alfreton  Cemetery  ...  ...  50 

Leabrooks  Cemetery  ...  ...  63 

Of  the  14  new  graves  in  Alfreton  Cemetery,  13  were  in  the 

Flat  Section  and  in  Leabrooks  Cemetery  out  of  30  new  graves, 

27  were  in  the  Flat  Section. 

Memorials  erected  during  1959  : 

Alfreton  : headstones  and  kerbs 
vases 

inscriptions 

Leabrooks  : headstones  and  kerbs 
vases 

inscriptions  ... 

Public  Recreation  Grounds. 

Alfreton  Recreation  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Alfreton,  area 
7-5  acres. 

Facilities:  2 Bowling  Greens  1 Football  Pitch 
5 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

1 Putting  Green 

Watchorn  Playing  Fields  and  Alma  Watchorn  Park,  off 
Derbv  Road,  Alfreton,  area  6-5  acres. 

Facilities  : Hockey  and  Cricket  Pitch  1 Pavilion 
1 Paddling  Pool  Gardens 


20 

3 

13 

24 

6 

15 
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Somercotes  Recreation  Ground,  off  Leabrooks  Road,  area  8 
acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Putting  Green 

4 Tennis  Courts  2 Pavilions 

Riddings  Recreation  Ground,  off  Shaw  Street,  Riddings, 
area  12  acres. 

Facilities:  1 Bowling  Green  i Football  Pitch 

2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Codnor  Park  RecreationGround,off  Victoria  Street,  Ironville, 
area  9 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Bowling  Green  1 Football  Pitch 

2 Tennis  Courts  1 Pavilion 

Pye  Bridge  Recreation  Ground,  off  Main  Road,  Pye  Bridge, 
area  1 2 acres. 

Facilities  : 1 Football  Pitch 

Swanwick  Recreation  Ground,  off  Hickton  Road,  Swanwick, 
area  1 acre. 

Facilities  : Children’s  Swings. 

Birchwood  Woods,  area  12  acres. 

Sports  Fields. 

Alfreton  Football  Ground,  off  Alma  Street,  Aifreton,  area 
3-5  acres. 

Somercotes  Cricket  Ground,  off  Nottingham  Road,  Somer- 
cotes, area  6 acres. 

Alfreton  Market. 

The  Friday  market  was  fully  let  with  all  58  stalls  occupied  for 
most  of  the  year.  The  average  lettings  is  just  over  56  per  week, 
due  to  stallholders  absence  in  holiday  periods,  and  inclement 
weather. 

Saturday  market  lettings  have  again  increased  through  the 
year  with  an  average  letting  of  54  per  week. 

Street  Lighting. 

The  Council  have  decided  on  a comprehensive  scheme  of 
electric  street  lighting  for  the  district.  The  concentration  has 
been  on  the  provision  of  Group  “A”  lighting  on  the  Classified 
Roads.  During  1959  lights  along  A 613,  Nottingham  Road, 
were  installed  and  lit  and  a commencement  was  made  on 
B 6016,  Swanwick,  Leabrooks,  Riddings,  and  B 6017,  Somer- 
cotes, Leabrooks,  with  an  extension  of  Trunk  Road  lighting  on 
Chesterfield  Hill. 

Damage  to  Council  Property. 

The  Council  have  been  extremely  concerned  about  the  dam- 
age to  buildings,  equipment,  trees,  shrubs,  and  hedges  etc.  which 
has  taken  place  during  the  year.  It  is  estimated  that  the  cost 
of  repairing  this  damage  was  £128. 
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Notification  of  Defects  by  Public  Health  Inspector 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector  has  referred  61 
complaints  to  me  for  my  attention.  Appropriate  action  was 
taken  and  the  complaints  remedied. 

Close  liason  has  been  maintained  with  all  officers  of  the 
Council. 


Sickness  Return  for  the  Year  1959. 

Unpaid  Other  time 


Sick  Pay  Sickness 

lost 

Total 

1. 

Number  of  men  involved  50  14 

34 

63 

2. 

Hours  lost  ...  ...  8,672  560 

885 

10,117 

3. 

Percentage  of  (2)  to  (5) 

• • • 

4-52% 

4. 

Total  number  of  men  employed  ... 

• • • 

100 

5. 

Possible  working  hours 

• • • 

223,400 

6. 

Percentage  of  registered  disabled  persons 

to  total  staff 

(a)  commencement  of  period  - 1st  Jan., 

1959 

14% 

(b)  end  of  period  - 31st  Dec.,  1959 

* • • 

12% 

7. 

Number  in  (1)  absent  through  illness 

• • • 

48 

Number  in  (1)  absent  through  accident 

• • • 

2 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  this 
department  for  their  conscientious  attention  to  duty  and  their 
loyal  co-operation  throughout  the  year,  and  to  express  my 
appreciation  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  and  of  all  Com- 
mittees, and  members  of  the  Council  for  the  help  they  have 
given. 

F.  P.  WALTERS, 

Surveyor  and  Water  Engineer. 
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